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From our President: 
 

The first six months of this year 
have been hectic.  Along with the 
other community groups and 
individuals who, with Council, were 
joint parties in the action to protect 
our public waterways, we waited 
with bated breath to see if the 
proponents of the Woolwich Marina 
expansion would lodge an appeal 
against the judgement of the Land 
and Environment Court which went 
against them.  The deadline came 
and went with no appeal and we 
are relieved that our precious 
waterways remain public! 
 

We’ve noticed an uptick in resident 
opposition to developments that 
have arisen from changes in 
planning laws that favour 
developers.   This is reassuring and 
good for democracy, but only if 
someone is listening.   
 

Over the past year, we’ve been 
pleased to support the Save Our 
Shores Community Group, the 
Montefiore Redevelopment 
Community Action Association, the 
Gladesville Residents for 
Responsible Development and a 
raft of other residents voicing their 
concerns about developments that 
threaten the values that make 
Hunters Hill such a great place to 
live.   
 

If you missed any submissions 
made on your behalf on issues we 
have advocated for, these are 
always available on our website. 
 

We are encouraged by your emails 
of support and appreciation and will 
continue to alert you to matters that 
threaten our community.  

 
 

Annette Gallard 

 

The focus of this year’s Members 
Evening will be “Why Heritage 
Matters”.   
 

We are currently concerned about 
the future of The Priory and have 
written to Council to seek a clear 
commitment to pursue funding for 
its conservation and adaptive re-
use (see more on page 3).  Our 
historic treasure must be returned 
to community use and remain an 
asset for the public to enjoy.   
 

We are therefore delighted that our 
Members Evening guest speaker 
this year will be Howard Tanner, 
former National President of the 
Australian Institute of Architects, 
who was awarded Member of the 
Order  of   Australia   for   significant  
service to architecture and heritage 

 

conservation.  Some of you may 
already know him as the talented 
architect behind a number of 
outstanding local heritage 
renovations and major restoration 
projects of some of Sydney’s most 
significant sandstone landmarks.  
 

The evening will commence at 6pm 
with refreshments, followed by a 
short AGM at 6.30pm.  Our 
speaker’s presentation will 
commence around 7pm with the 
opportunity for plenty of questions 
afterwards.   
 

So please come and join us for a 
delicious complimentary buffet, a 
glass or two of wine and yet 
another entertaining evening of 
stimulating conversation with like-
minded members.   

The Priory at Jacaranda season 

Members Evening 

Tuesday 28 July 2026, 6-9pm, RSL Hall 
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There will be an Extraordinary 
Meeting of Council at the Town Hall 
at 6pm on Monday 6 July, so 
please come along and make your 
views known!   

 
Independent Councillor Marc 
Lane’s recent newsletter asks the 
question - where is the public 
benefit of this Plan?  Instead of the 
current proposal which does little 
for the town centre and 
concentrates on the two 19 storey 
tower blocks preferred by the 
developer, Councillor Lane has 
provided his alternative design 
(opposite) for the entire site which  
includes over 500 apartments plus 
retail - all within the current 
heights and achieved with no 
overshadowing and no towers. 

Council is yet to justify its decision 
to pursue a massive new 
development at an already 
congested area of Gladesville 
Road to include a large library, 
relocated Council offices and two 
floors of office space for leasing.  At 
a projected $40m this exceeds 
Council’s project management 
expertise and finances, potentially 
resulting in another costly over-
budget infrastructure project as 
occurred at Boronia Park.  
 

To date Council has spent an 
estimated $500,000 on consultants 
- while a business case to 
determine real costs and benefits is 
still outstanding.  The reasons 
given for this development, and our 
observations, are below: 
 

1. To provide a Library. 
Resident feedback ranked Library 
Services last in priority in the 
Community Plan 2022-2032.  
Expensive ongoing operating costs 
of $800,000+ annually have not yet 
been mentioned or factored in. 

Feedback just published shows the 
no.1 concern for residents is Height 
and Scale, so we ask, why hasn’t 
Council followed its own 2021 
resolution to  explore  lower height  

The existing arrangement with 
Lane Cove Library for use of their 
state-of-the art facilities has proved 
very popular and delivered 
significant savings to Council.  The 
option to continue this and renew 
the arrangement with Ryde for the 
use of Gladesville Library would 
ensure that all residents have 
access to excellent library facilities 
- all without risking serious financial 
overreach. 

 
2. To upgrade the 
Community Services building.   
This could be achieved by 
developing their existing site at a 
fraction of the cost.  If the 
Community Services have to 
relocate for years of construction, 
why would they then spend even 
more funds moving back in? 

 
3. To relocate Council 
offices. We ask why, given the 
recent $1m refurbishment of the 
Town Hall?  This proposal was not 
mentioned in public consultations. 

options? Ratepayers deserves 
better than $1m+ being spent on a 
Plan that has now produced worse 
outcomes for residents and does 
not meet community expectations. 

4. To generate income from 
leased office space.  Expecting to 
generate income from two whole 
floors of new commercial space 
when premises in the village have 
proved almost impossible to lease, 
is wholly unrealistic. 

 
It appears that initial funding for this 
development will rely heavily on the 
$20m Developer Contribution for 
the above contentious GSV site.   
The Developers of Montefiore 
Aged Care Facility have already 
stated they will not contribute to 
Council’s coffers. 

 
To make up the shortfall in funding, 
we can only assume that Council 
will rely on the sale of community 
assets including land at Gladesville 
Occasional Child Care Centre; land 
at Fairland Hall gifted in perpetuity 
to the community; and 
irreplaceable precious Council 
determined “remnant” land and 
green space, which will forever be 
lost to the community. 

     UPDATE ON PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

HUNTERS HILL VILLAGE ‘LIBRARY’ DEVELOPMENT 

GLADESVILLE MASTERPLAN 

Victoria Rd         Block 2           Block 4     Large sunny open space                             

 
GSV SITE       Block 1                 Block 3                       Cowell St 
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The Priory has been a building of 
historic importance since 1857 
when architect William Weaver 
was commissioned by the Marists 
Fathers to construct the Georgian 
building as a base for their 
missionaries in the South Pacific. 
 
It incorporated the original stone 
farmhouse owned by Thomas 
Stubbs who had established a 
farm, fruit trees and grape vines 
here.  The new building was named 
‘Villa Maria’.  When the Order 
moved to the other side of Tarban 
Creek in 1864 they transferred the 
name to their new home. 
 
In 1874 Thomas Salter purchased 
the building and renamed it ‘The 
Priory’ and under his tenure, the 
site grew to include a shed, 
latrines, outhouse, tennis court, 
stables, poultry yard, cultivation 
paddock, and coach houses.  
 
It became part of the Tarban 
Asylum in 1888 and the 
surrounding land was farmed by 
patients to produce fruit and 
vegetables for the hospital.  It was 
an institutional, medical, and 
social success as the earliest 
psychiatric hospital on the 
Australian mainland.   
 

 

In 2006 the NSW Government 
intended to sell the site off to private 
interests but, through a campaign 
waged by Hunters Hill resident 
groups and the Council, it was 
transferred from the NSW Health 
Department to the NSW Department 
of Lands, to become part of the 
adjoining Crown Reserve. 
 
On 1 November 2007 the NSW 
Minister for Lands, transferred The 
Priory and grounds to the care, 
control and management of Hunters 
Hill Council to remain in public 
hands.  On the same day, Mayor 
Susan Hoopmann launched “The 
Priory Preservation and 
Restoration Trust” which managed 
the property and operated a public 
fund for donations.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

At that time, Council declared 
their intention that The Priory 
should develop into a cultural and 
heritage hub for the wider 
community and the people of 
Hunters Hill, to include an art and 
museum space, meeting facilities, 
gardens for weddings, events, 
and a commercial café.  
 
Fast forward to today and after it 
had stood idle for 11 years, along 
came a man with a vision!   Living 
close by, Craig James, a Trust 
member and retired economist, 
was distressed to see this 
beautiful building deteriorating 
and its grounds being 
neglected.   Already part of the 
bush care group, he decided he 
had to do more than just weeding 

and set about cutting the grass, 
gardening and painting and 
successfully negotiated with 
Council to repair broken 
windows.   
 
We fully support Craig’s 
enthusiasm and suggestions 
for the re-activation of this 
heritage gem and look forward 
to Council’s report regarding 
the future of this significant 
building with its rich historic 
connections. 

 

FOCUS ON THE PRIORY 
 

Stubbs farm 1854    Image: John Hosie 
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The new Statewide Community 
Participation Plan (a misnomer if 
ever there was one) was recently 
published by the DPHI and public 
comment has now closed with the 
plan to be finalised later this year.  
See www.huntershilltrust.org.au for 
further details. 
  

This Plan will in fact restrict 
community participation, and the 
Trust, along with other community 
organisations is astounded that it 
singles out ‘public consultation’ as 
the key barrier to development. 
This is a myopic approach which 
attacks the community’s 
democratic right to participate in 
decisions in their local area.  The 
Plan will disadvantage residents 
and promote developer interests. 

This imbalance is unwarranted and 
we ask, where are the penalties for 
developers who flaunt the planning 
rules or ‘land bank’ and don’t build 
homes for which they have 
approval, simply to increase their 
returns? 

 

No Public Notification 
This Plan will restrict transparency 
by introducing exemptions from 
public exhibition for any 
development applications “where 
the development is consistent with 
the planning controls” and 
considered “low-impact”.  This 
applies to 16 types of residential 

development, including new 
dwellings; dual occupancies; 
alterations and additions to existing 
dwellings; secondary dwellings; 
swimming pools and tree removals.  
 

Complying Development  
The Plan seeks to expand this code 
as above, in spite of residents 
having already experienced 
serious impacts with Complying 
Development projects, including 
lack of solar access and privacy, 
restrictions on outlook and views, 
and excavations which have 
significant structural impacts on 
foundations and groundwater.  
 

With the responsibility for 
monitoring building works falling to 
private certifiers, owners and 

builders have demonstrated they 
are willing to take the risk of going 
outside approved planning rules 
because there are little or no 
consequences.  These reforms will 
make this problem worse.   
Councils will no longer have input 
from residents who can scrutinize 
plans and provide feedback based 
on local knowledge and conditions. 
Councils are often reluctant to, or 
do not have the resources to 
enforce breaches or to take legal 
action due to costs. 
 

The Plan also proposes that new 
medium-density developments 

only need seven days’ notice to 
neighbours before construction 
work begins.  This is unacceptable 
when arrangements may have to 
be made to mitigate the effects of 
construction on people’s lives. 
 

Developers pay experts to produce 
documents that show their 
proposals in the best possible light, 
minimising problems and in some 
cases misrepresenting the true 
impact of development.  Restricting 
scrutiny and excluding residents’ 
local knowledge and community 
values will result in poorly planned 
development that could affect 
communities for decades. 
 

Heritage 
Under the Plan, all works on 
heritage buildings except for 
facades are exempt.  This is an 
unacceptable approach to heritage 
and disregards the significant 
contribution made by elements 
such as historic interiors, gardens, 
curtilage and streetscapes.   
 

Trees 
Shockingly, the Plan also seeks to 
exempt owners who want to 
remove trees from submitting DAs!  
Community outrage has helped to 
protect our shared mature tree 
canopy thus far and it is even more 
important now with the urgent need 
to mitigate the effects of climate 
change and heat islands to retain 
our suburbs’ liveability. 
 

Lack of Transparency  
ICAC has already identified that the 
Planning System in particular must 
have strong anti-corruption 
measures embedded within it but 
this Plan in fact appears to weaken 
five of the six safeguards including: 
balancing competing public 
interests, transparency, reducing 
complexity and meaningful 
community participation.   
 

As usual we’ll keep you up to date 
with further developments.  

NSW COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION PLAN 

A modest brick home dwarfed by so called “low impact” constructions either 
side which in future would require no public notification 

http://www.huntershilltrust.org.au/
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In our December 2025 journal we 
reported on Council’s plans for the 
disposal of so-called ‘Remnant 
Land’ and the advice from 
Council’s Property Officer that he 
was re-evaluating the list because 
some parcels had been 
inappropriately classified and 
should be removed. 
 

We are still awaiting publication of 
this revised Remnant Land list, but 
in the meantime, the neighbours of 
View Street Reserve, a well-used 
and well-loved parcel of land that 
was slated for disposal, have 
passionately campaigned for it to 
remain in public hands.   
 

At Council’s 22nd June meeting, 
Cllrs Lane and Williams moved a 
Motion “that Council resolves not to 
sell View Street Reserve in 
Woolwich, and not to make any 
further investigations into this 
parcel under Motion 152/25”. 
 

This Motion was not adopted but 
another foreshadowed Motion was 
put to Council instead, which 
sought to expedite the decision on 
the disposal of this piece of land 
through Council’s Disposal of Land 
Policy process.  The community 
use of this site was acknowledged 
by Councillors and therefore the 
recommendation is likely be made 
that it will be preserved as public 
land.  This is an excellent outcome 
if so.  
 

Although we recognise there are 
some plots of public space that are 
suitable for disposal, the Trust is 
concerned that there are also other 
areas under threat which have a 
value to the community and make 
a significant contribution to the 
liveability of our suburbs.   
 

In particular, some sites are critical 
to ensure that the tree canopy of 
our Municipality, currently falling 
well short of our 40% target, is 
maintained.   

One such site is the Serpentine 
Road Reserve leading into the 
parcel of foreshore land at 16C 
Vernon Street, which Council voted 
for disposal in 2024, in spite of 
strong community opposition to 
losing this irreplaceable foreshore.   
 
The public access pathways 
between Mornington Reserve and 
Serpentine Road which have 
existed since Council acquired the 
land, have not been signposted or 
acknowledged. 
 
Expressions of Interest for 16C 
Vernon Street did not result in a 
sale, so it appears that in order to 
make this site more commercial, 
Council plans to also offer the 
Serpentine Road Reserve for 
development and access to the 
foreshore parcel. 

 

But at what cost is this additional 
public asset being offered?   
 
This green parcel with its 
important mature trees will not 
survive if the site is sold in this 
way.  Our tree canopy, essential 
for moderating climate extremes 
and preserving the amenity of our 
suburbs, is incrementally 
becoming lost to development 
instead of being safeguarded for 
future generations. 
 
We are expecting the updated 
Remnant Land List to be on 
Council’s July Meeting Agenda so 
look forward to the publication of 
a much more considered and 
researched list with definitive 
justifications for the choice of 
each parcel of land slated for 
disposal. 

     UPDATE ON REMNANT LAND 

The mature trees and green space of Serpentine Road Reserve 
above 16C Vernon Street 
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The Montefiore Seniors Living 
Planning Proposal has now been 
considered by the Sydney North 
Planning Panel with some 
concessions made to the 
overwhelming opposition to the 
proposals. 
 
91% of written responses objected 
to the height, density, impact on 
surrounding suburb, inappropriate 
scale and style of the suggested 
buildings, environmental damage, 

fire risk and traffic and parking. 
 
The Panel’s decision  partially 
allows the proposed Special 
Purposes SP2 (Seniors Housing) 
zone which, together with changes 
to maximum building height, allows 
heights up to 24m.  
 
However, the Rural Fire Service 
has imposed significant constraints 
on the site, refusing to allow 
increased housing density inside 
Asset Protection Zones (APZs) 
near the bushland to the south and 
north-east of the site.  
 
The Residential Aged Care Facility 
at the south-east also remains 
zoned Residential R2 and therefore 
the proposed four-storey building 
on the corner of Barons Crescent 
cannot now be constructed.  The 
proposed additional land uses in 
the SP2 Infrastructure zone such 
as a cafe and restaurant are also 
not allowed. 
 
The amended Local Environment 
Plan (LEP) must now include a 
clause requiring a Site-Specific 
Development Control Plan to be 
further developed and exhibited for 
community comments.  
 
The Montefiore Action Group are to 
be congratulated on their efforts to 
limit some of the inappropriate 
scale of this proposal. 

We acknowledge the 
Wallumedegal of the Eora Nation 
as the traditional custodians of all 
land and water of the Hunters Hill 
local government area and pay 

our respects to their elders. 
 

MONTEFIORE 

Preserving our heritage 
PO Box 85 Hunters Hill 2110 

 

www.huntershilltrust.org.au 

 

  

President: Annette Gallard 
huntershilltrust@gmail.com  

 
Enquiries:   

members@huntershilltrust.org.au 
 

If you are not a member 
why not join us? 

Become a member at 
www.huntershilltrust.org.au 

 
 

Our publication: 
 

The Heritage of Hunters Hill 
 

Features information on almost 500 
buildings of Hunters Hill in their 
historical context and settings. 

 
Available at Hunters Hill Post Office  

32 Alexandra Street  
 

or to obtain a copy by post (p&p applies) 

email huntershilltrust@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Membership Renewals  

now Due  
 

Thank you to those of you who have 
already renewed your membership   

 
If this is still on your to do list - please 

renew asap by bank transfer to: 
 

CBA Bank; BSB 062000; Acct 16211909 
or by cheque PO Box 85, Hunters Hill 

 

Membership fees remain unchanged at: 

 $30 per year for one member  

 $50 per year for two members 
 

Thank you for your past support which 
has always played an important role in 
helping us advocate for our local 
heritage and environment.  We will 
continue to provide you with: 
 
 Regular updates on important local 

heritage and environmental issues. 
 
 Representation and advocacy at 

Council meetings to ensure your 
voice is heard. 

 
 Two complimentary newsletters 

each year featuring the latest local 
planning and development news and 
upcoming events. 

 
 Our informative and regularly 

updated website to help you stay 
connected with current issues and 
initiatives. 

 
 Invitations to complimentary events, 

including our Members’ Evening, 
offering opportunities to connect with 
others who share an interest in our 
local area and its future. 

 

As a small thank you will receive $10 off 
next year's renewal if you introduce a 
friend to the Trust, and they mention 
your name.  See Become a Member at 
www.huntershilltrust.org.au 
 
Thank you, as always, for helping to swell 
the number of voices speaking up for our 

unique municipality. 
 

 
 

 

MONTEFIORE PROPOSAL 
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