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The Hunters Hill Trust believes that amendments should be made to the Draft Operational 
Plan 26/27 and Budget before Council adoption. 

·      The Income and Expenditure Statement lacks transparency.  The Hunters Hill Trust 
considers that Hunters Hill Council should operate without annual budget deficits. Each year 
Council argues that because it plans a surplus after capital contributions that it meets these 
criteria.  At the end of each year Council has a deficit because planned surpluses rely on the 
sale of so-called remnant land.  However, Council cannot have it both ways.  The Long Term 
Financial Plan states that “Any disposal of asset income will be held as an internal restriction 
to help forward fund the construction of new assets” (page 9).  

The Hunters Hill Trust does not consider that the sale of Council owned land should be used 
to make the Income and Expenditure Statement balance.  Asset Sales cannot be used to 
prop up over expenditure and at the same time be in an Asset Repurposing Reserve.  To 
fulfil its stated Financial Plan, Council must mandate that the net proceeds from asset sales 
will only be placed into the Asset Repurposing Reserve. 

·      To promote transparency and accountability it would assist the community if there were 
more explanatory notes included. The Trust understands that the State Government wants 
Councils to make their financial documents accessible to the public.  When Council states 
that it makes a surplus with the addition of capital it is unclear to what the term “capital” refers 
to.  Is it asset sales? Is it capital grant contributions from the Government? Is it s7.12 
contributions?  And if it is any of those things, why is it added as income only to be withdrawn 
later?  Is this because while it is income in a financial year it is not necessarily expensed in 
that year?  Some explanatory statements would prevent misunderstandings and enable more 
constructive feedback. 

·      The Huntrs Hill Trust objects to any further planned expenditure on the proposed library 
building.  The Trust considers that the current agreement with Lane Cove mostly serves 
Hunters Hill residents well and provides an excellent service although we understand that 
some residents of Gladesville do not have direct and easy public transport access to Lane 
Cove library.  In the Long Term Financial Plan Council states that “the Shared Library Service 
implemented with Lane Cove saved $350,000 every year, equivalent to 3.5% of rate income” 
(p.29).    

·      Council is budgeting $40m in capital costs for a new library building and is relying on 
asset sales and voluntary planning agreements for funds. The Site Specific Plan for the 
Gladesville Shopping Village has not been approved and there is fierce opposition from local 
residents.  Like other plans for this site, it may never eventuate. Montefiore at the Sydney  
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North Planning Panel emphasised that they did not intend to provide a voluntary planning 
contribution. There has been no approval by Council for the sale of remnant land and there 
are strong indications that many parcels proposed by Council in the past either cannot be 
sold or will attract major criticism from the community if they come before Council again.  In 
this environment it is unlikely that Council will be able to fund the capital required.   

·      The Trust considers that a new Library building is not justified when the population of the 
municipality is so small, surveyed residents have already ranked library services as last 
priority and there are two excellent library services that are physically accessible to all 
residents. The recurrent costs of running a library even when it is part of the Shorelink 
network have not yet been factored in.   

·      We know that Council is reluctant to resurrect a shared library service with Ryde 
Council.  However, we believe that an arrangement with Ryde Council, even if limited to 
those Gladesville residents who genuinely cannot access Lane Cove will be more cost 
effective which means that if Council is successful in raising some funds through asset sales 
and voluntary planning agreements these can be available for other projects that are 
financially viable and have more community support. 
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