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From our President 
 

As the year ends, we reflect on the 
many issues that the Trust has 
been involved in, the biggest of 
which has been the Woolwich 
Marina expansion plan.  With many 
others, we demonstrated that this 
community opposes a proposal 
that would make public waters less 
safe for our boating community, 
damage the heritage values of 
Kelly’s Bush and cause 
environmental harm.   We remain 
hopeful as we await the decision of 
the Land & Environment Court. 
 

The potential sale of so-called 
“remnant land” by Council has 
many up in arms.  What is remnant 
to some, is a precious community 
asset to others.   We understand 
that the first tranche of parcels for 
sale will come before Council early 
next year and you can count on the 
Trust to be there, interrogating 
every proposal and challenging any 
sale of land that should be retained. 
 

This year saw some startling 
changes in planning laws at a State 
level.  It is a continual challenge to 
balance the need for more housing 
with our pledge to protect our 
heritage, environment and 
foreshores.   We have yet to see 
the ramifications of the new 
legislation but remain concerned 
that decisions will allow little room 
for community input. 
 

Thank you as always for your 
incredible support and 
appreciation, your emails and 
messages keep us going!    We 
look forward to working with you 
again in 2026 and wish you all a 
happy and safe festive season!      

  

Annette Gallard 

 

 

 

Christmas Party 2025 

 

Members enjoyed a wonderful 
evening at yet another 
magnificent home, “Allawah”.  

Our hosts, David and Penny 
Griffith kindly opened their 
charming c1906 residence to over 
ninety Trust members who were 
thrilled to wander through the 
superb house and gardens and 
admire the stunning views, on a 
lovely summer’s evening.    

 

Many of our members shared 
how much they enjoyed coming 
together for great conversation 
and a relaxed evening in this 
magnificent setting.   More pictures 
at www.huntershilltrust.org.au  

Our beautiful Christmas Party venue 

 

http://www.huntershilltrust.org.au/
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At the request of the NSW 
Department of Planning, Council 
has split the amendments to the 
LEP into Non-Heritage and 
Heritage Planning Proposals. 
 
Non Heritage Planning Proposal 
 

At its September meeting, Council 
resolved to submit the above for 
Gateway Determination, and there 
should be another opportunity for 
consultation prior to adoption of the 
revised LEP.  The Trust is pleased 
that expert advocacy has resulted 
in existing landscape ratio controls 
being preserved, and exemptions 
from floor space ratios, that had 
allowed excessively bulky second 
storey developments, removed.  
There is also greater clarity around 
building heights and basements. 
 
However we do have some 
concerns, also identified by the 
Local Planning Panel, regarding 
the lack of sustainability provisions.   
 
The LPP suggested that Council 
takes a similar approach to Penrith 
Council whose LEP states that 
development consent must not be 
granted unless planning and 
design maximises green 
infrastructure.  This includes 
retaining water in the landscape, 
and using building materials that 
minimise heat impacts. 
 
Unfortunately Council’s planners 
decided that these issues are not 
relevant to our LGA because 
development is infill in already 
established landscapes. 
 
However with the gradual reduction 
of our green spaces, proposed 
remnant land sell-off and yet more 
felling of mature trees, this is not a 
given, and will obviously not apply 
to the Gladesville Shopping 
Village, where high rise tower 
blocks and less open green space 
will leave the area vulnerable to the  

heat island effect.  Council claims 
that sustainability is included in the 
Development Control Plan but 
these controls are not enforceable. 
The Trust will continue to argue that 
to have any real effect, 
sustainability measures must be 
embedded within the LEP.  

 
Heritage Planning Proposal 
 

We have been informed that the 
above revised LEP Proposal will be 
available for community comment 
early in 2026. 
 

As reported in our June Journal 
two tower blocks of up to 23 storeys 
are proposed for this site.  The 
Motion below was put to Council’s  

A draft Development Control Plan 
(DCP) also appeared in Council’s 
September business papers and 
will go on public exhibition for 
comment early next year.   
Although only discretionary 
controls, the DCP provides 
important interpretation about the 
application of the statutory LEP. 
 
The advance of wall-to-wall new 
builds graphically illustrates why 
better drafting and application of 
our Planning Instruments is vital to 
stem the loss of our streetscapes. 
 

September meeting in an attempt 
to advocate for upgrades to local 
infrastructure and transport 
prior to development: 

UPDATE ON PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN (LEP) 

 
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 

 

GLADESVILLE SHOPPING VILLAGE 

 

https://huntershilltrust.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/HHT-June-2025-Jounal.pdf
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NSW PLANNING SYSTEMS 
REFORMS BILL 2025 

 

The above Bill amending 
the Environmental Planning & 
Assessment Act, passed into law 
on 11 November 2025 with some 
hard fought amendments including 
a 28-day public consultation and 
the reinstatement of consent for 
bushfire prone land. 
 
However the amended Bill expands 
the Complying Development Code 
to enable faster approvals for “low-
impact” development and greatly 
reduces community input into the 
planning process, prioritising 
developers over the community. 
 
It introduces a new Targeted 
Assessment Pathway (TAD) where 
the Minister or Department can 
declare classes of development 
eligible for streamlined approval. 
This allows for reduced, or no, 
community consultation, turns off 
the need to consider likely impacts, 
or suitability of the site and 
prohibits consideration of 
environmental impacts. 
 
The Nature Conservation Council 
of NSW states: “This is a deeply 
regressive step. NSW is facing 
an extinction crisis and 
worsening climate disasters, yet 
the government’s response is to 
make it easier to destroy nature 
faster”. 
 
Legal experts are warning that the 
reforms could heighten misconduct 
erode transparency and include 
discretionary powers that create 
serious risk of corruption. 
 
We await to see how these new 
NSW planning laws, plus the 
previous Transport Oriented 
Development regulations for new 
building heights will play out in our 
communities, as Council and 
developers start to interpret them. 

 

 

 

WOOLWICH MARINA  
 

We are still awaiting the decision of 
the Land & Environment Court which 
completed its Hearing on 17 
September 2025.   We were told the 
judgement can take up to 6 months 
but as arguments against this 
expansion are compelling (see the 
full story at 
www.huntershilltrust.org.au) we hope 
to bring you positive news soon! 

 
 

MONTEFIORE PROPOSAL 
 

The Montefiore Seniors Living 
Planning Proposal (PP) is now on 
exhibition with submissions closing 
on 28 January 2026.  View the plans 
here Montefiore Planning Proposal 
  
The Trust is concerned that, even 
after intervention by the Rural Fire 
Service causing excision of part of 
the site from the PP, there will be 
impacts on local character in this 
environmentally sensitive area.  The 
PP also leaves open the opportunity 
for a future development of even 
greater scale than that shown in the 
concept plans.   
 

 
When prepared, we will send our 
submission to members for 
information and also to assist if 
you would like to submit your own.  

 
 

‘MIRANDA’ 
39 ALEXANDRA STREET 

 

The new owners of the above are 
seeking to modify their earlier 
Development Consent by deleting 
the need for the awning required 
by Council's Conservation 
Advisory Panel as a means of 
strengthening the presence of the 
heritage item, in response to the 
“alterations and additions, which 
in extent and scale were judged to 
be extensive and impactful”.    The 
Land & Environment Court will 
hold a Conciliation Conference 
onsite on 29 January 2026.   

 
 

HUNTERS HILL VILLAGE 
DEVELOPMENT 

 

Currently Council is drawing up 
plans with the intent to replace the 
cottages, Community Hall and 
Croquet Club buildings at the 
entrance to the Village, with a new 
building containing a library, 
community services, offices and 
retail space. 

 
The Building Brief is budgeted at 
$200,000 so the implications of 
delivering this facility and its 
recurrent costs must be fully 
justified by the Business Case 
and Cost/Benefit Analysis.  
 
Financing this $30M+ project 
will be a huge undertaking, and 
implementation is likely to be 
challenging, with construction 
costs spiralling.    Furthermore, 
we ask how the annual costs of 
staffing and maintaining a library, 
calculated at many thousands of 
dollars, will be afforded by a small 
Council already in operational 
deficit? 

     UPDATE ON PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

Our public waterway under threat 

http://www.huntershilltrust.org.au/
https://www.huntershill.nsw.gov.au/Council/News-and-Media/News/Montefiore-Planning-Proposal-update
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The Trust, like many others in the 
community, raised serious 
concerns with Council regarding 
their plans for the disposal of 
parcels of so-called “Remnant 
Land”, as published in Council’s 
August 2025 Meeting Agenda.   

 
The Property Officer reported to 
that meeting that the ‘list has been 
investigated in terms of history, 
zoning, titling, utility services and 
use’, concluding that ‘further 
reports will be prepared for 
Council’s consideration’. 
 
Subsequently the Trust followed up 
on this matter and has been 
advised that this Report was 
prematurely released, and that 
further work has revealed that 
some of the items had been 
inappropriately classified and 
should be removed.   
 
It was also confirmed that much of 
the land that Council has flagged 
for sale is either gifted by other 
agencies (eg the Maritime Services 
Board land around Tarban Creek) 
with strict terms for its use - or 
cannot ever be sold. 
 
The Property Officer is re-
evaluating each parcel to discover 
its origins, and anticipates being 
able to release an up-to-date 
Report in a few months’ time.   He 
also confirmed that revenue from 
land sales cannot be transferred to 
Council’s operational budget. 

  

We agree that a few inaccessible or 
awkward plots could be disposed 
of, but the question still remains, 
will revenue from potential land 
sales come anywhere close to 
covering the costs of ambitious 
new development plans? 
 
A major concern for residents is 
Council’s fiscal responsibility with 
regard to this policy of selling off 
land assets.  Once the land is 
gone, it’s gone forever, with the 
community and the environment 
being the losers.  
 
As one of our members recently 
commented “These parcels, except 
for one or two, contribute to the 
beauty of the municipality, and their 
disposal would be in conflict with 
the interests of residents”.   
 
For a Council that believes in 
intergenerational equity, selling-off 
land that will deprive future 
generations of precious foreshore 
and green space is hard to justify, 
even if the argument is to raise 
revenue for infrastructure.   
 
Land - unlike infrastructure - will 
not depreciate and will continue to 
contribute to the liveability of our 
suburbs and provide the amenity 
that this community values. 
 

The foreshore land at 16C Vernon 
Street, whose sale was strongly 
opposed by many, as reported in 
our December 2024 Journal has 
been withdrawn from sale.  
However if the intention is to now 
sell it for development together with 
the adjacent Serpentine Rd 
Reserve, the community will then 
lose two parcels of public land that 
could have formed part of the 
walking trail proposed by Cllr Marc 
Lane, to give the community 
maximum access to foreshores. 
 

Also as reported in the Dec 2024 
Journal, Fairland Hall, formerly 
gifted to the community, may be 
under threat of future demolition 
since Council voted to re-
categorise the whole of the site as 
‘Operational’ land. 
 
The recommendations in the 
independent Public Hearing & 
Submissions Report, included the 
proposal that the southern lots 
comprising Fairland Hall and 
adjacent Playground be retained as 
Community land, and funds from 
the sale of the northern lots to the 
neighbours be used to renovate the 
Hall.  In spite of this, and supporting 
arguments from the Independent 
Councillors, Council voted to re-
categorise the whole site as 
‘Operational’. 
 
Now that the land can be sold in its 
entirety, it could be more attractive 
for development and Fairland Hall’s 
days as a community space are 
likely to be numbered. 

UPDATE ON REMNANT LAND 
 

View Street Reserve was listed with 
potential for sale 

Heydon Park was under consideration 

16c Vernon Street foreshore 

https://huntershilltrust.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/HHT-December-2024-Journal.pdf
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HUNTERS HILL MODERN 
 

By Guest Contributor Tim Ross 

 

“I used to see you run, and then we saw 
you push a pram, and then we didn’t see 
you for a while. Then we saw you 
walking and occasionally running… and 
now we just see you walking.” 

I can’t remember who said this to me 
while I was waiting for a coffee, but it 
perfectly sums up my twenty years in 
Hunters Hill. 

Those two decades have been spent at 
the Atherton House, a late-1950s home 
designed by Bill Baker for his friends. 

Like many architects of his era, Bill found 
himself in the Air Force during World War 
II. After the war, he took his newly minted 
piloting skills and parlayed them into twin 
careers: architecture and development 
on one hand, and flying for Qantas on 
the other. 

 

Architecture eventually won out, but 
not before his trips to Los Angeles 
and Tokyo shaped the houses he 
would go on to design in both Sydney 
and Melbourne across a long, 
successful career. 

The Athertons had only one child, 
and the house originally had two 
bedrooms. In the early ’70s the flat-
roofed modernist home gained an 
extra room. Before that, a small lotto 
win funded the only major alteration: 
a kidney-shaped pool installed in the 
early 1960s. 

What makes Bill’s house work so 
brilliantly within its modest footprint is 
the generous use of glass — not just 
“bringing the outside in,” but making 
the house feel much larger than it is.  

Over our twenty years here, it has 
evolved gently: updated kitchens and 
bathrooms, and a new carport out the 
front.  

The size has baffled many local 
visitors, conditioned as  we  all  are  
to  believe  bigger automatically   
means   better, but once  they  step  
inside, it’s almost impossible to get 
them out. 

As a nutty modernist, it was always 
my  dream   to    live   in   a    modernist 

house, and this one has delivered in 
spades. 

But in recent years, it’s been the 
ideas behind the house — rather 
than the aesthetic alone — that have 
resonated most. 

The design, scale and flow have 
allowed us to be a close family while 
still giving everyone space. And it’s 
perfectly suited to the Sydney 
climate, where we’re lucky enough to 
use our outdoor spaces for much of 
the year. 

The house — like my exercise 
routine — has changed, evolved and 
flexed with our lives, and continues to 
be a joy. 

I spoke a lot about it in of my podcast 
with Kevin McCloud, which you can 
listen to here:   

Episode One - Rocking the 
Suburbs  Tim and Kev’s Big 
Design Adventure 

Kev was, of course, very taken with 
the neighbourhood.  

 

Tim is an actor, comedian, television 
presenter and author.  His latest book 
- What a Ripper - is out now.  

The 1980s kitchen in the Baker House was removed and updated with this design 
by Brisbane architect Paul Owen. 

A simple relaxed dining area with Alvar Aalto 
table and stools looks out through the full 

height windows to the garden and pool. 

https://omny.fm/shows/big-design-adventure/episode-one-rocking-the-suburbs?in_playlist=podcast
https://omny.fm/shows/big-design-adventure/episode-one-rocking-the-suburbs?in_playlist=podcast
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Moreton Bay Figtree (1) 
We’re delighted to report that the 
magnificent Moreton Bay Figtree 
poisoned on Harbour Trust land 
adjacent to Alfred Street (opposite) 
looks as though it is now slowly 
recovering!  In spite of the culprit’s 
best efforts to kill it for a view - see 
our post of 26 February 2025 at 
www.huntershilltrust.org.au - the 
Harbour Trust’s arborists confirmed 
that there are visible signs of life 

and fresh leaf growth!  
 
Moreton Bay Figtree (2) 
Not so lucky was the colonial-era 
Moreton Bay Figtree at 15 Hunter 
Street, originally reported in our 
December 2023 Journal. 

In the owner’s arborist’s opinion, it 
had been poisoned in past years 
and was the victim of many cuts to 
the root plate from multiple DA 
approved building works. It was 
felled on 28 December 2023. 
Subsequently Council refused the 
owner’s request for an s4.55 
modification to the DA, which 
sought retrospective permission for 
its removal.    
 
However Council has now informed 
us that it will not pursue legal 
proceedings due to costs and other 
factors, instead accepting the 
planting of an established 
replacement along with the 
$20,000 bond that had been placed 
on this important heritage tree 
dependent upon its survival, plus 
associated fines.  This is a 
disappointing outcome that does 
little to deter unauthorised tree 
removals in future. 

 

 

 

We acknowledge the 
Wallumedegal of the Eora Nation 
as the traditional custodians of all 
land and water of the Hunters Hill 

local government area and pay our 
respects to their elders. 

         UPDATE ON TREES 

Signs of leaf growth on the 120 year old Figtree 
at Alfred Street, Woolwich 

Preserving our heritage 
PO Box 85 Hunters Hill 2110 

 

www.huntershilltrust.org.au 

 

 
 

President: Annette Gallard 
huntershilltrust@gmail.com  

 
Enquiries:   

members@huntershilltrust.org.au 
 

If you are not a member 
why not join us and help swell the 
number of voices speaking up for 

our unique municipality 
 

Become a member at 
www.huntershilltrust.org.au 

 
 

Publication: 
 

The Heritage of Hunters Hill 
 

 
 

An ideal Christmas present!  
 

Features information on almost 500 
buildings of Hunters Hill in their 
historical context and settings. 

 
Available at Hunters Hill Post Office 

32 Alexandra Street  

 
or to obtain a copy by post   
(p&p applies) please email  
huntershilltrust@gmail.com 

 

STOP PRESS 

 

Due to our constitutional change 

from a calendar to financial year 

cycle, your current subscription  

is valid for 18 months and  

will not expire until June 2026! 
 

 

Renewals will be due from 

1st July 2026  

 

Membership fees remain 

unchanged at: 
 

$30 pa for an individual 

$50 pa for two individuals 

 
And as a thank you for helping  

our community grow - 

if you introduce a new member  

and they mention your name -  

you will receive a $10 voucher  

to put towards  

next year’s renewal. 

 

 
 

 

2018 

http://www.huntershilltrust.org.au/
https://huntershilltrust.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/HHT-Journal-December-2023.pdf
http://www.huntershilltrust.org.au/
mailto:huntershilltrust@gmail.com
mailto:members@huntershilltrust.org.au
http://www.huntershilltrust.org.au/
mailto:huntershilltrust@gmail.com
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