FRIENDS OF KELLY’S BUSH
Newsletter Winter 2020

Dear Friends
We’re back! After a traumatic start
to the year when we were all
confined to our homes, it’s a joy to
be back in the bush and to discover
what’s been happening in our
absence.

spikes, up to 12cm high, are
pollinated mainly by bees or
honey-eaters. The sweet nectar
was sucked by First Nations
peoples and the flowers soaked in
water to make a sweet drink.

We’ve been very fortunate that,
thanks to Esteban, our Bushcare
Co-ordinator who has been singlehandedly venturing into all the
bushcare areas to assess weed
growth and carry out appropriate
spraying, we have had some
excellent video diaries of all the
sites. His initiative and easy use of
technology has given us another
dimension through which to view the
bush and, as you may have seen
from our last email, the Kelly’s Bush
video reassured us that all was not
lost!

The European settlers used the
large species of banksias for
furniture, boats and biplane
construction.
Famously featured in May Gibbs’
Snugglepot
and
Cuddlepie
stories, the banksia is a perennial
favourite and a distinctive and
well-loved species of Australian
flora.
With its bright yellow candles
already starting to pop up, what a
star this Coastal Banksia is,
gladdening our hearts in the
middle of winter!

It’s also been a delight to check out
the work of other bushcarers around
the municipality via these video
diaries and get insights into areas
that we wouldn’t normally get round
to seeing.
The Kelly’s Bushcare gang have been
back since the 1st June tackling the usual
weedy suspects including Erharta grass,
Morning Glory, Privet and Cobblers’ Pegs,
which have had a field day in our absence.
It’s also been heartening to see a marked
increase in walkers coming through the
bush and it appears it has been very well
used in the extended sunny days during
lockdown.
We have been told that
everyone is delighted to see the recent
labelling of the trees and also our latest
signage describing Kelly’s Bush plant
communities.
The recent extensive rain means that we
are likely to have an amazing spring flower
show so it will be a great opportunity for
you to come out and see all the colour for
yourself!
We thought it would be interesting to
feature one of our beautiful Kelly’s Bush
trees in this newsletter and the one
flowering at the moment is the distinctive
Coastal Banksia, Banksia integrifolia.

++++++++++++++++++++++++

Become a ‘Friend’
Banksia integrifolia
The family genus is Proteaceae which in
Australia has about 900 species in 45
genera. It is an ancient Gondwana family
genus with no close relatives.
The Banksia genus has 72 species and
was named by Carl von Linné in honour of
Joseph Banks, who provided him with
specimens from Botany Bay.
It is distinguished from other Proteaceae
by the dense flower spikes and distinctive
woody follicles. Each follicle has two
valves which protect two small winged
seeds. These are stored on the tree for a
year or more and if the tree dies or the
follicles are stimulated by fire, they open
and release the seeds. However fires in
close succession can unfortunately
destroy all the banksias in an area.
Growing up to 16m high, the Coastal
Banksia is easily recognized at a distance
by its silvery white leaf undersides that
ripple in the wind. The pale yellow flower

Thank you to all our current ‘Friends’ who
have generously responded to our request
for membership fees. Your support is
much appreciated.
For any potential ‘Friends’, why not
become a supporter? Our aims are:






to preserve and promote regeneration of
native bush-land
to eradicate and prevent the spread of
exotic growth
to resist any attempts to alienate any
portion of Kelly’s Bush
to co-operate with other organizations
having similar objectives
to do all such things as are incidental or
conducive to the retention of the bushland environment of the Kelly’s Bush

Annual subscription:
$20.00 per family ($10.00 concession)
Payment by bank transfer to:
BSB: 802 841, Account No: 100005913,
Bank: Laboratories Credit Union Ltd
To join us, simply email
maureenflowers3@gmail.com
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VALE JACK MUNDEY
1929 – 2020

As we wrote last month, we were
saddened to hear of the death of Jack
Mundey, a man dear to the heart of many
local residents who value his incredible
contribution to our neighbourhood.
The battle for Kelly’s Bush is well known
and Jack was central to the campaign by
supporting the ‘Battlers’ who spearheaded
the protest to save the bush for their
children and the community. With the help
of the NSW Builders Labourers’
Federation, the world’s first green ban was
applied in Sydney at Hunter’s Hill in 1971.
Jack was to write of this time:
“After the President, Bob Pringle, made
initial contact with ‘The Battlers’ a
delegation from the Battlers came to meet
the Executive of the Builders Labourers’
Federation (BLF) in the Trades Hall,
seeking our support. The Battlers made
an impression. They were very passionate
about their cause and highlighted the fact
that this bush was the last bit of bush on
those reaches of the Parramatta River….

We decided that the Bush should be
saved….but insisted that the Battlers call a
public meeting in Hunters Hill so as to
determine that they enjoyed widespread
public support in the area and so
demonstrate that it was not just a
handful of residents concerned with their
immediate amenity. Over 500 people met
and formally requested our union to
impose a ban on work. We acceded to this
public request and a ban on work was
imposed.
AV Jennings said they would ignore the
ban and use non-union labour to do the
work….. A fitting response came from BLF
members on a high rise office block under
construction in North Sydney being built by
AV Jennings. Over 100 workers met and
decided that if Jennings carried out the
threat to build in Kelly’s Bush, that halfcompleted office block would be left halfcompleted as a monument to Kelly’s Bush.
This had the desired effect and Jennings
backed down…..

Kelly’s Bush by Liz Newton
“In nineteen-seventy-one we planned
To save our harbour foreshore bushland
It would become the worlds’ first green-ban
Where trees wound through tracks of stony
sand.
Alongside women Battlers, locals stood
with Jack Mundey’s BLF knockabouts.
Its name remains as Kelly’s Bush should
Won by people powered by protest shouts.
Near half century on, the bush sits snug
Bulldozers pose a threat no longer
Hushed and lush away from humbug
Heritage listed for all to wander”
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Another wonderfully touching tribute was
left at the entrance to Kelly’s Bush by an
unknown admirer, which says it all:

So yes, the Kelly’s Bush saga had
international repercussions and I am so
proud, as are my union mates, to have
become dear friends of the wonderful
‘morning tea matrons’ and having together
written a page of Australian history – a
living history.”
Jack was a visionary union leader at a time
of great destruction of Sydney's heritage
who, in addition to his achievements in
saving many heritage landmarks including
our own Kelly’s Bush, was awarded
honorary doctorates from two universities,
was made a Life Member of the Australian
Conservation Foundation and Patron of
the Historic Houses Association of
Australia and was declared a ‘National
Living Treasure’.
The following poem is by Liz Newton, a
local resident and 17 year old schoolgirl at
the time, who remembers marching with
her classmates from Hunters Hill High to
join in the protest to save Kelly’s Bush:

“Dear Jack
Thanks for teaming up with those other
heroes and fighting for Kelly’s Bush all
those years ago. I haven’t walked through
here in fifteen years without thinking of
you.
You cared about heritage, you cared about
this city and you cared about us. Your
legacy is huge
Rest in Peace Mate”
Until next time….
Maureen

Kelly’s Bush is a symbol of our lost land. Take away Kelly’s Bush and you take away one more assurance that, in
man, is left a possibility for the future. The unborn Australian will ask for his birthright and be handed a piece of
concrete.
Kylie Tennant 1970

