FRIENDS OF KELLY’S BUSH
Newsletter Summer 2019
Dear Friends
A packed newsletter this month as there
has been lots going on in the Bush!

NEW SIGNAGE
We’ve had some very positive feedback to
our new purple tree signs, as visitors and
locals alike tell us they’re interested in
knowing the names of the plants they are
walking past.
This is encouraging, as our aim this year
has been to increase information available
about the bush. To reinforce this, we’re
very excited to let you know that our new
explanatory sign illustrating the plant
communities in Kelly’s Bush is now here! It
is a sister sign to the one at the Weil Park
entrance and will be located next to the
seat at the bend of the main walking track
down from Weil Park.
We hope that it will be another way of
showcasing the wonderful variety of flora
found in this area and will also serve to
highlight the value of Kelly’s Bush to
Sydney’s ecology. We will be celebrating
its arrival at our next Working Bee (details
below) and hope you can join us.

WORKING BEE
Our next Working Bee will be on Saturday
23 November starting at 10.30am when
we’ll be meeting at the Weil Park entrance
and working for a couple of hours before
having a special morning tea at Connie’s
Table around 12.30pm.
At that time we will be ‘launching’ our new
sign so - even if you can’t come to the
Working Bee - please come along have a
piece of cake and celebrate with us!

One of our welcome visitors – a colourful King Parrot delicately picking off wattle seeds

THE STEPS & TERRACES
Great progress is being made on
rejuvenating the terraced gardens and
sandstone walls in the bush near Alfred
Street, first uncovered by the bushcarers a
couple of years ago. They were the
remains of the Manager of the Smelting
Works’ house, demolished in the early 70s.
The gardens had lain for years under
mounds of Morning Glory, Trad, and
Lantana.
One of the terraces has
already
regenerated
beautifully with native plants
but there is still lots to do
and
our
enthusiastic
Bushcare
Co-ordinator
Esteban, has been working
with the First Hunter's Hill
Scouts to restore the
remaining gardens.
The Scouts have done an
incredible job of weeding,
mulching and planting, and
their latest efforts have
finally freed up the stone
steps (right) which were
again becoming overgrown.

The Habitat Nursery has kindly donated
many native plants to re-vegetate this area
and we’re excited to think that this part of
Kelly’s Bush will soon be included in the
regenerated bushland.
This hidden piece of local heritage right
here in Kelly's Bush is a gem that we want
the community to know about. The Council
will be stabilising the path leading from
Alfred Street and once that’s done, we’ll be
encouraging walkers to enjoy this
alternative entry to the bush.
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SUMMER BLOOMS

VALE CHRIS DAWSON

We’re seeing some lovely blooms on the
Tick Bush (Kunzea ambigua) this year
(below). The Coastal Banksias (Banksia

WHY NOT JOIN US?
Do you or any of your friends or neighbours
have an interest in preserving our amazing
local bush? In caring for Kelly’s Bush, you
will also benefit from a rewarding and
healthy hobby!

Rosemairi Dawson pointing to her mum’s picture
on the Kelly’s Bush sign (Leonie Parker behind)

We were delighted that Rosemairi Dawson
recently joined us to help plant a tree
(below) in memory of her mother, Chris
Dawson, one of the famous Kelly’s Bush
Battlers.

If you’d like to ‘try before you buy’ please
come along any Monday at 8.00am at the
Weil Park entrance to Kelly’s Bush. You’ll
be made very welcome. We usually enjoy
a nice cup of tea and a chat around 10am
so, if you prefer, come along then and see
what we’re up to!
If you would like more information, please
contact
Esteban
by
email
on
zepedae@huntershill.nsw.gov.au
Until next time…….
Maureen
Secretary
Friends of Kelly’s Bush

integrifolia) have also been beautiful with
plenty of yellow candles and the Old Man
Banksias (Banksia serrata) at the Weil Park
entrance are busy putting on bright new
candles (below).
The wattles were glorious in the spring,
especially the Sydney Golden Wattle
(Acacia longifolia) and the Sweet Wattle
(Acacia suaveolens). We also had our
newcomer, Old Man’s Beard (Clematis
aristata) first noticed last year with its
masses of white flowers, again climbing
and twining and tumbling beside the main
walking track.

Friends of Kelly’s Bush
If you can’t join us in the bush why not
become a supporter? Our aims are:

Red Bloodwood (Corymbia gummifera) planted at
the Weil Park entrance

She reminisced about that time and told us
that her mother had been very keen to
ensure that two of the main players of the
NSW Builders Labourers’ Federation, who
had not always been remembered, were
given their rightful place in history as they
had been pivotal in drawing attention to the
fight.
They were Bob Pringle, President, and Joe
Owens, Secretary, of the NSW BLF who
first introduced the idea and, with the
support of Jack Cambourne, Secretary of
the FED&FA, were instrumental in
persuading the Unions to act. Without Bob
and Joe’s initial involvement, along with
Jack Mundey, the world’s first Green Ban
would never have happened!






to preserve and promote regeneration
of native bushland
to eradicate and prevent the spread of
exotic growth
to resist any attempts to alienate any
portion of Kelly’s Bush
to co-operate with other organizations
having similar objectives
to do all such things as are incidental or
conducive to the retention of the
bushland environment of Kelly’s Bush
To become a ‘Friend’ simply email
maureenflowers3@gmail.com

Annual subscriptions are:
$20 per family ($10 concession)
Payment by bank transfer to:
Friends of Kelly’s Bush
BSB: 802 841, Account No: 100005913,
Bank: Laboratories Credit Union Ltd

Kelly’s Bush is a symbol of our lost land. Take away Kelly’s Bush and you take away one more assurance that, in man,
is left a possibility for the future. The unborn Australian will ask for his birthright and be handed a piece of concrete.
Kylie Tennant 1970

