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Dear Friends
Welcome to our Kelly’s Bush
Spring newsletter. In this issue
we’re celebrating the many wild
flowers that are bursting forth in the
bush.
The tiny mauve flowers of Veronica
plebeian (Trailing Speedwell) are
being noticed by us for the first
time, while beside the main track,

A beautiful spring display of Old Man’s Beard, Purple Twining Pea and Dusky Coral Pea
lowers

Veronica plebeian (Trailing Speedwell)

(pictured right) there is a cascade
of Clematis aristata (Old Man’s
Beard), which has never before
been noted in our Species List,
tumbling amongst the deep purple
flowers of Hardenbergia violacea
(Purple Twining Pea) and bright red
Kennedia rubicunda (Dusky Coral
Pea). Perhaps Clematis seeds
have been brought to life by the
recent burn.
On 22nd September, we had
another perfect day for our Working
Bee and concentrated on a large
patch of weedy Erharta grass
around the seat at the bend of the
main track at The Great North Way
marker. This will be the location of
a new explanatory sign which will
provide information about the
geological make up of Kelly’s Bush
and its plant communities. The
intention is to introduce visitors to
the type of flora that they can
observe as they are walking
through the bush.

It will have illustrations of the trees,
shrubs and flora colonies and will
be a sister sign to the plaque at the
Weil
Park
entrance
which
documents the Battlers’ struggle to
save Kelly’s Bush. We think this
will be a useful and informative
display for visitors and locals alike.
With the flowering of the bush at the
moment, it is sobering to note that,
as a nation, we are only just starting
to understand the range of foods
and medicines that native plants
Dianella caerulea (Blue Flax Lily)

have given indigenous peoples for
over 60,000 years. For example
the base of each frond of the
humble Lomandra longifoilia is a
source of water, its seeds can be
ground into flour and its leaves can
be woven into baskets, vessels and
even fishing weirs.

Lomandra longifoilia

Another amazing bush food is the
Dianella caerulea (Blue Flax Lily) –
the blueberry of the bush. More
antioxidants than blueberries, this
super food is not yet appreciated
for its delicious edible properties.
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A Date for your Diary………

Would you or any of your friends
like to join us in caring for Kelly’s
Bush? If you fancy a worthwhile
and healthy hobby - we’d love to
see you!

We also have regular bushcare
Working Bees on a Saturday
morning. The next one is
scheduled for Saturday 24th
November to tidy up before the
summer break.
As usual we’ll
meet at the Weil Park entrance at
8.30am and will work for a couple
of hours on a specific area. We find
that concentrating our efforts in this
way really pays off, so if you can
join us even for a short while, it can
be very satisfying!
Poliscias sambucifola (Elderberry Panax)

Pandorea pandorana (Wonga Vine)

We meet every Monday at 8.30am
at the Weil Park entrance to Kelly’s
Bush on Nelson Parade and
usually work for a couple of hours
before having a nice cup of tea and
a chat.

We’re also delighted to report that
Hunters Hill bushcarers were
recently presented with the North
Sydney Community Group of the
Year Award 2018, “in recognition of
outstanding
service
to
the
community!
What a great way to acknowledge
the value of bushcare and a fitting
recognition
of
the
amazing
hardwork and dedication of
volunteers!

If you have time to join us, even for
an hour or so, please do come
along. We can also be contacted
via the Hunters Hill Council
Bushcare Co-ordinator on 02 9879
9400
or
email
Isolde
on
KamermanI@huntershill.nsw.gov.au

Pandorea pandorana (Wonga Vine)

Grevillea sericea (Pink Spider Flower)

Pultenaea daphnoides (Bush Pea)

Until next time…….
Maureen
Secretary
Friends of Kelly’s Bush

