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AusrRALlA's Otoesr GARDEN Suaune

P.O.

Box 85,

HUNTERS HILL,

N.S,W. 2110

Ms Carolyn McNally
Secretary
Planning & Environment
GPO Box 39
Sydney NSW 2001

Dear Ms McNally,
Thank you for your letter of 15 August in response to our conespondence to the
Minister following our meeting with you both on 20 July.
We will await with interest the tools that your Department is developing to 'help
communities plan for the desired character of their areas'. We note the growing
number of Priority Grovrrth Areas, Priority Precincts and Urban Renewal Corridors
now located all over Sydney, prior to the Greater Sydney Commission's draft District
plans being formally approved, and the impact that this is already having on
community sense of place and wellbeing. Does this mean that none of the
community's submissions and objections to the pace, form and impact of these
developments has been taken into account? How will you be assisting local
communities to protect the character of their areas if they are happy with the existing
character? \Mll your department be investing in the documentation of local character
to capture more recent examples of built form worthy of protection and create
additional conservation areas with stronger protections and guidelines for transitions
between different types of development to protect and preserve the intrinsic heritage
values of our suburbs and cities?
\Nhile we appreciate that there are some protections in place for heritage and
conservation areas and Hunters Hill is fortunate to have two conservation areas and
hundreds of heritage items of local and state significance, the Municipality is still
suffering from impacts, loss of local character and mature tree cover. We reiterate
our concerns that the Codes that the Department has developed are not conducive to
achieving optimum design outcomes for site-specific characteristics. ln a city such as
Sydney site characteristics should have mandatory consideration to deliver best
community and civic outcomes and minimise loss of green space, light and amenity.
A one-size-fits all approach is not delivering good outcomes.
And, while we welcome the introduction of a Medium Density Housing Code to guide
medium density housing such as terraces, dual occupancy and manor homes as an
alternative to apartments, there should be an ability for local communities to
determine where this kind of housing might be introduced. How are you enabling
local communities to have a say in this?
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ln relation to the Gladesvriie Shopping Village - we will remain engaged but the odds
are not stacked in the conrmunity favour and we are disappointe:d that the
Department has effectiveiy green lighted plans that significarrtly override community
agreed LEP and DCP controls.
- /
Regarding the Windsor Bridge replacement project our deep concern is that State
Significant lnfrastructure [egislation overrides all State Signific;ant Heritage
protections and cannot be merit appealed. We have written to the Minister again on
this matter and to seek further clarification on the Gladesville Shopping Village.
Please find attached a co;:y of our correspondence.
We look forward to hearing from you in relation to your Department's ability to
achieve a system that en.:bles response to place, topography and character with
improved civic and design outcomes and resultant community wellbeing.
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Yours sincerely,

I c)<z-\)
Aristersharp
President
Hunters Hill Trust
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