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— A SHORT WALK —

passing Passy, Wybalena and other historic houses

THE HUNTER’S HILL TRUST
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The Hunter’s Hill Trust thanks
Jo Rees for the original preparation of this pamphlet and Roslyn Maguire and
Diana Drake for the revised version, December 1992.

BRIEF HISTORY OF HUNTER’S HILL

Located on a peninsula between the Parramatta
River to the south and Lane Cove River to the
north, Hunter’s Hill is a tranquil suburb of leafy
streets, gracious old homes, simple stone cottages,
stone garden walls, natural sandstone outcrops,
walking paths and public bushland reserves.

Although there is debate over the origin of the
name, Hunter’s Hill, it is generally accepted that
it was given to the area in honour of Lieutenant
John Hunter (later Governor Hunter, of New
South Wales).

During the 1830s, Hunter’s Hill was defined as a
Parish and most of the land on the peninsula was
either granted or sold between 1835 and 1844.
Some of the early landholders were William
Morgan, Samuel Onions, John Tawell, John Clarke
and Mary Reibey.

In 1846-7 Didier Numa Joubert, from Angouleme
in France, came to the area and purchased land at
Figtree from Mary Reibey. In 1855, his younger
brother Jules acquired land adjoining Didier’s and
by the mid 1850s these two enterprising brothers,
using their own resources and those of two other
Frenchmen Vial d’Aram and Count Gabriel de
Milhau, set about the business of building many
large and small stone homes. These are a unique
feature of Hunters Hill today.

The excellence of those stone homes and garden
walls is a testament to the skill of the stonemasons
and labourers including many from Italy,
Switzerland and France. Some descendants of
those workmen continue to live in the suburb
today.

An outstanding builder at about the same time as
the Joubert brothers was Charles Edward
Jeanneret. He was born in Sydney, the son of an
English doctor, Henry Jeanneret.

Charles Jeanneret began investing in land in the
area in 1857 and continued to increase his prop-
erty particularly in the area bounded by
Wybalena Road and Woolwich Road.

Whilst living at Wybalena (see cover photograph)
which he built for his family, Charles Jeanneret
supervised the building in 1878-9 of Waiwera and
St. Claire in Wybalena Road, two beautiful con-
joined stone homes similar in style to Wybalena.
He also built, in 1895, as his last home a smaller
Wybalena, also of sandstone, in Woolwich Road.

Compared to the unusual flair of Jules Joubert and
the more conservative style of Didier Joubert,
most of the homes built for Charles Jeanneret
demonstrated more flamboyance in their later
Victorian architecture.

Didier Joubert, Jules Joubert, Count de Milhau
and Charles Jeanneret all held the office of
Chairman/Mayor of Hunter’s Hill at various times
between the years 1861 to 1890. Jules Joubert
had the distinction of being the first Chairman
(Mayor) when Hunter’s Hill was proclaimed a
Municipality on 5th January, 1861. Charles
Edward Jeanneret also became an alderman on
the Sydney City Council and in 1887 was elected
to the Legislative Assembly.

This walk commences at Vienna Cottage, 38
Alexandra Street and you will see a small area of
the village of Hunter’s Hill. It is hoped that by
strolling through the narrow tree-lined streets you
will discover many more of the unique features of
the suburb.

-
For those who would like to explore the suburb further, a publication A Glimpse of Hunter’s Hill — A short
walk through history (also published by the Hunters Hill Trust) covers other historic buildings and quaint
stone cottages in the area bounded by Mount, Madeline and Ady Streets.







