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WITHOUT THE TOWN PLAN
There are alarming signs that the delay in the preparation
ofthe Town Plan is costing Hunter's Hill dearly in terms of
development which is allowable until the Town Plan comes
into force.
Planning for the Town Plan was begun in the 1960's.It is
now 1980and the Town Plan is still 'imminent'but not in
effect. While Council in cases tries to adhere to the
intentions of the Town Plan, there are naturally pressures
towards developmentswhich will not be permissiblein the
Iuture.
The Townscape Advisory Committee has proved to be of
great benefit in the difficult areas of consistencyof design
and constructiveadvice on proposals.
However, the Trust has been greatly concerned by
complaints from residents.In the opinion of the Trust,
decisionsof Council should be regulatedby a Town Plan.
Severalproblem areas stand out:
An application for a
Foreshore Building Line
building extending below the foreshorebuilding line
which the Planning and Environment Commissionis
extending to fifteen metreswas passedand one, very
much more extensive, was ideferred. A foreshore
reservehas beenclearedof low growth along the Lane
Cove River near a Council-ownedboatshed.A brick
wall three or four feet high has beenbuilt on the water
line on top of a retaining wall.

National Trust and the Architect. Council's
subsequentreport adopts the opinion that Council
"should keep an open mind on the question" until
completion of the Town Hall. As changing the
windows and doors later would increasethe cost of
changefrom $7,000to $ 10,000,the Hunter's Hill Trust
is ldismayedat Council's decision. We fear that by
this lack of action Council is placing itself in an
untenable position in trying to ensure that other
buildingsare renovatedwith consistencyof detail and
material for the period which is to set their
appearance.
Scale of Development - Plans for the "Garibaldi"
have beenrefusedby Council, and the Trust strongly
supportsthis. The plans call for extensiveadditionsto
the side and rear of the buildins and thus there would
be little room for parking lseuen spaces for a
restaurantwhich would seat one hundred ninety-two
patrons).In the Trust'sview, streetparking is a part of
the townscape,and developmentsof this scaleshould
not be permitted.Council should havethe Town Plan
to support its decision.
Hunter'sHill Council facesa complextask,which at present
is made immeasureablyharder becauseof the delay in
finalising the Town Plan. The Trust therefore calls upon
C ounci l -to compl etei ts consi derati onof the pr esentdr af t
and return it to the Minister without delay.The Town Plan
must be prescribed,with provisionsadequateto supportthe
resistanceneededagainst unsympatheticor overpowering
development.

The concept of a foreshore building line is vital in
retaining the natural line of Hunter'sHill's waterscape.
Building Materials - Plans for the restorationof the
facade of the Town Hall have not to our knowledge
been referred to the TownscapeAdvisory Comittee,
and Council has permitted itself to install plate glass
windows with aluminium frames insteadof matching
of the windows
the timber surrounds and crosspieces
and doors which remained after the fire. After
correspondence,a meeting was arranged among
representatives of the Hunter's Hill Trust, the

see inside for . . .
HOUSE INSPECTION in APRIL
Treesof Hunter's Hill
by Michael Lehany
Daytime Harbour Cruise

TREES OF N'
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The mature trees that we see today are part, or all, that
remainsof the extensivegardensthat formed the immediate
surrounds of to the early estatesof the district. There is
relativelylittle remainingof the nativetree cover in built-up
areas,but remnantsof it may be found along the foreshore
and in small pockets of our local reserves.This, together
with the trees that have grown up with the more recent
subdivisionsearly in this Century, forms the fabric of what
we have today.
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The generalcharacterofthe treeswe seetoday roughly falls
into severalcategories:
l. Indigenous native tree cover - treesoriginal to
the immediate locality, i.e. Sydney Harbour Foresh or e T y pes
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2. Non-indigenousnativetrees- thesewerepopular
with Victorian gardeners.Thesetrees are Australian
nativesbut they are not indigenousto the area,i.e.they
do not grow in the local bush as naturally occuring
species.Typical treesin this categorywould be Bunya
Bunya; Hoop Pine;Norfolk Island Pine;Moreton Bay
Fig; and the Illawarra Flame Tree.

A.

trees not native to Australia and
3. Exotic trees
often planted by Victorians to try to recreatethe
Ciassic ltaiian anci Romantic English gardensof the
Northern Hemisphere. Trees here would include
Oaks, Pinesand Ashes,also the ubiquitousand highly
successfulCamphor Laurel originally from China.

the natural buffer ofwind and
areto survive,and regenerate,
salt-tolerant plants along the foreshore has to be reestablished.(seeillustration A).
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Rainforest Pockets
Indigenous Trees
From old photographsof the district it may be seenthat the
original 'villas' were set amongst large tracts of the Iocal
bush. Immediately around the house can be seen the
beginnings of the mature exotic planting we have today.
Formal gardenswith the popular and fashionabletreesof
the day surrounded the house, but blendedinto the native
vegetationon the fringesofthe estate.This bushlandcan be
seen as a broad scale setting in which the formal garden
provided the detail landscape.Here the householdercould
feel 'at home'.
Although the bush was considered rather alien, it
can be discernedfrom the literatureand letters
nevertheless
of the day that it had a specialplace in the feelingsof the
local people.A journey by ferry up the Lane Cove River to
Tipperary Falls in Boronia Park was something to look
forward to as a memorable outing in the wilds.
Indigenoustreescan be seenin placesalong the foreshores.
On the Northern foreshore,reserveshave preservedstands
of very tall Eucalyptustrees,possibiythe SydneyBlue Gum,
E. sailigna.The native bush along the ParramattaRiver can
be quite different from the bush along the protected
Northern aspects.The landform is often more rocky, and
the largest trees to be found along the foreshoreare the
Coastal Banksias, Banksia integrifolia. However it is
remainson Clarke's
fortunate that a largestandof E,ucalypts
Point in Woolwich. Becausethese trees are in a more
exposed position than those along the Lane Cove River,
they are not as tall. If treeslike thosealong the Parramatta

In all wards of the Municipality, where there is a protected
environment, often at the base of slopesand rocky ledges,
the remnants of 'mini rainforests'can be found. Here the
natural rainwater runoff supports what could correctly be
termed a 'wet schlerophyll'type of plant community.
Thesepockets can be found along the Lane Cove River in
Boronia Park (the new walk goesthrough severalof these)'
along the Parramatta River in Kelly's Bush, where.go.od
quality standssurvivedaily abusefrom destructivetrail bike
riAing, and, lastly, a small community-barely survivesthe
lawn-mowers in the upper reachesof the Tarban Creek
reserve, beyond the bridge where Bateman's Road and
GladesvilleRoad meet.
Indigenous Native Trees to Plant for a Moist Rainforest
Garden (reasonabledomestic scale):
Acmena smithii, Lilly Pilly . . . a beautiful small tree
dark green foliage and attractive creamy-purple
berries or fruits
not a true
Callicoma serratifolia, Black Wattle
wattle but hasbeautifulpaleyellow wattle blooms
and leaveswith serratededges
Ceratopetalumapetalum, Coachwood ' . . related to
Christmas Bush but with larger leaves and
flowers.
Ceratopetalum gummiferun, Christmas Bush . . . an
easyto grow small treestill found in the local bush
Elaeocarpusreticulatus, Blueberry ash . . . a small tree
with attractive blue berries
Ficus rubiginosa, Porl Jackson Fig . . the small
leaved local fie
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Pittosporum undulatum, Native Daphne . . . a small
tree with shiny green foliage and fragrant cream
flowers
Schisomeria ovqta, Crab Apple.

Much of the characterof theseattractiveecosystems
can be
recreatedin protected aspectsof the domesticgarden.

Some Other Indigenous Treesto Plant
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Acacia longifolia, Sydney Wattle
very quick
growing for instant screening
Banksia integrifolia, Coast Banksia . . . a handsome
tree with small cream bottle-brushes
B. serrata, The Old Man Banksia . . . known for the
ancient characterof its trunk and seedheads
Casuarina torulosa, Forest Oak . . . with fine sheoak
foliage.
Two indigenous native trees which are excellentfor right on
the water's edge, thriving on the salty environment are
Casuarino glauca (Swamp Oak) and C. littoralis.

Other Native Trees and Exotic Trees
The trees that shapethe skyline of Hunter's Hill are those
that were the favourites of Victorian gardeners.The most
well known is the Jacaranda Tree, Jacaranda mimosafolia.
with its massesof pale lilac flowers in November. The
Illawarra Flame Tree, Brachychiton acerifolium, flowers at
the sametime with a showy display of flame red bellflowers;
both trees are traditionally planted near each other. Both
trees are deciduous;the Jacaranda is native to Argentina
(and is closely related to the Brazilian Rosewoodused in
Regency and Victorian furniture), while the Flame Tree is
native to the Illawarra Escarpmenton the N.S.W. South
Coast.
Dominating all in stature is the Norfolk Island Pine,
Araucaria heterophylla. There must have been at least one
of these grand trees in every large estate. Unfortunately
thesetreesare now in a state of decline,hastenedno doubt
by city pollution; there are a few that have survived the
ravagesof subdivision and roadworks.
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Some TreesFound in Old Hunter's Hill Gardens
*Araucaria bidiwilli, Bunya Bunya
native to
Queensland,a handsometall tree but drops large
fruits up to 300mm in length, and guaranteedto
knock you out on a direct hit!
*A. heterophvl/a,Norfolk Island Pine
*A. cunninghami, Hoop Pine . . . similar to Bunya
Bunya
o * Br achy chi t o n acer i.foI iu m, lllaw arra Flame Tree
Cinnamomum camphora, Camphor Laurel
cCupressessempervirons, Italian Cypress
Erythrina indica, Indian Coral Tree
*Ficus machrophylla, Moreton Bay Fig
o* Grevillearobusta, Silky Oak . . . a beautiful tree with
golden yellow flowers
oJacaranda mim o safolia. Jacaranda
M agnolia grandifl ora. Southern Magnolia
o Morus nigra, Mulberry
o*Palm Trees
Pinus pinea, Stone Pine . . a classictree with the
characteristicumbrella canoDv
Pinus radiata, Monterey Pine
Platanusacerifolia,The London Plane . . . usedas a
streettree in PassyAvenue
Populus nigra,Lombardy Poplar
Quercusrobur, English Oak . . in Europe truffles
grow underneaththem; perhaps we haven't got
the right pigs?
oSchinusmolle, Peppertree. . . a lovely tree with fine
fragrant leavesand peppercornseeds.
*Australian trees not indigenousto the Hunter's Hill/area.
o Treessuitablefor domesticgardenstoday. All other trees
are very large and should only be planted where they
may grow unhindered.
A more comprehensivelisting may be found in the book
'Restoring Old Australian Houses and Buildings', by
Howard Tanner and Philip Cox, Appendix III.
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B ooks to R ead:
Nature and a City - The Native Vegetationof the
Sydney Area, by M. Kartzoff, publishedby Edwards
and S haw P ty. Ltd., 1979.
Cherish the Earth
The Story of Gardening in
Australia, by BeatriceBligh, publishedby Ure Sniith,
S ydney,1973.

ACTIVITIES
WATERSCAPE

HARBOUR CRUISE

Hunter's Hill foreshoreshave beenphotographedalong the
Lane Cove River, around the Point and up the Parramatta
River as far as Margaret Street.Douglass'Baglinhastaken
overlappingphotographswhich providea detailedrecordof
what existsnow on the waterfront. He was ably assistedby
Mac Taplin at the helm.
The waterscapeprovidesgreatvarietyand a first classlesson
in what not to do in landscapingand building, contrasted
with foreshorereservesof great beauty.The reservesalong
the Lane Cove River were notable,as was Kelly's Bush,for
providing a soft, irregularbushscreenand variedpattern.In
contrast, reclaimed land was edged in straight lines,
generallyhad flat lawns, pools and shedswith straight line
architecture.
Some of the photographswill be on display at future Trust
eventsfor those who wish to se€ourselvesas others seeus.
Trust membersshould presstheir aldermento seekCouncil
acquisition of foreshore land as it becomes available
through subdivision, so that our waterscape may be
protectedfrom further human encroachment.In the view of
the Hunter's Hill Trust, the ForeshoreBuilding Line and
public enlightenmentare essentialfor long-term foreshore
sce n l cDr ot ec t lon.

A harbour cruisefor conservationists
is beins orsanisedfor
March 9th, a Sunday.The'Royale' will leaviCiriular Quay
at 9. 15 a.m., cruiseto Bantry Bay to look at an area which
should be addedto the SydneyHarbour National Park, then
to Garden lsland for a picnic/ barbeque.Thosewith restless
children or afternoon appointmentsmay then tour Garden
Island and depart via the main gate, while the cruise
continuesup the Parramatta River. Commentarieson the
foreshoreswill be givenby local groups(suchas the Hunter's
Hill Trust!), so that there is an exchangeof information
among people interested in what is happenning to the
foreshoresand the Harbour/rivers. The'Rovale' will return
to C i rcul ar Quay at 4 p.m.
The cost is a nominal $6 ($3 for children),and the cruiseis a
fund-raising effort by the Australian Conservation
Foundation and the Svdnev Harbour Foreshore
Committee.
Come and combine an interestin the environment with a
pleasuretrip on the water. Enjoy the rare privilegeof being
guestof the Navy on GardenIsland. Support greeneryalong
the foreshores.
For information, telephoneAlice Oppen (89-5175).

H OUSE IN S P E C TION
A House inspection will be held on APRIL 20th, a
SU NDA Y , bet ween11 .0 0a .m. a n d 3 .0 0 p .m.
Attractions include two old stone houses recently
renovated, in Madeline Street, an exhibition of old
photographs of Hunter's Hill displayedat Eulbertie, in
the schoolgroundsof Hunter's Hill Primary School,teas,
the Hunter's Hill Trust Centre and Gallery.
Tickets are five dollars,with specialpricesfor pensioners
and children. Young children are not admitted unless
ca rri e d .T ic k et sf or m e mb e rs ,fo u r d o l l a rs .
For tickets, send a stamped,self-addressed
envelopeto
t h e Tru st , P . O . B ox 85 , H u n te r' sH i l l , 2 1 1 0 .F o r fu rth er
information or in case of the usual postal strike,
telephone Anne McNally (89-2035) or Alice Oppen
(8 9 -5I 7 5 ) .

CRBDITS
Sympathetic renovations are in progress in the
Municipality. Mention should be made of 13 Mars Street,
the old Peaty house which must date back to early
settlementin the area;the shapeand line of the househave
beencarefullypreserved,as has the cottagefeeling.Few old
houseslook betterwith a swimming pool than without
3l
Madeline Street has one with stone surrounds, stonecoloured tiles, bushes,all blendingwith the houseand wall.
At 34 GladesvilleRoad a good effort has been made to
renovatea brick house with a feeling for its period.
Have we missedsome good renovations?Our spiesare not
everywhere.Let us know.
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The Hunters Hill Trust,
Box 85, Hunter's Hill,2Il0
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Life Member
KNUDSEN PRINTING
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The Trust Centre
The Hunter's Hill Gallery

