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Satisfying the Streetscope
In any historic district, each building either reinforces or
detracts from the consistency of the streetscape. For
example, it is the overall consistencyof the buildings,
materials, trees and stone walls which generates the
significant characterso evident in Hunter's Hill.

The earliest of these styles had distinctively French and
Italian influences and progressively incorporated the then
current vernacular for verandahs.

Consequently,when we need to modify this environment
with new or altered buildings, the most important civic
responsibility we have is to maintain this consistency,this
public expectation.
In this context it is much harder to see what makes a
building successfulthan what makes it unsuccessful.Most
people can call to mind local buildings, and sometimes
groups of buildings, which don't generate a familiar
responsein terms of the "atmirsphere"of Hunter's Hill.
There are two aspectsto be dealt with here; the first is to
know what one needsto be consistentwith, and this can
generally be described as a particular historic architectural
style. The second aspect is to identify the individual
componentsthat make up that style,and which needto be
matched for consistencyto be publicly recognisedas part of
that style.
The bulk of old houses in Hunter's
[o l lowing his t or ic c a te g o ri e s :
Regency
Victorian
High Victorian
Federation

Kyarra. Madeline Slreet. The slate roof and cast iron balustrade were
typical of the High Victorian period.

Hill fall into the

I 825-I 850
I 850-I 880
I 870-I 890
1890-1914

Howard Tanner and Phillip Cox offer a detailed analysis of
each of these styles in their excellent book, "Restoring Old
Australian Houses and Buildings" - a must for any
restorer.
The first characteristicof consistencyof architectural style is
usually the profile of the building. This is where perception
begins, where the shapeis perceived.Consequently the roof
form and pitch needto match the appropriate style or period
of the building. All aspects of the roof form need to be
consistent,such as hips, gables,projections,eaves,gutters,
chimneys, etc.
Another characteristic relating to the profile of a building
are the trees and landscaping. Not only do they affect the
outline shape of the building against the sky, but they
contribute to the qualities of mystery or openness.
The basic shape, or massing, of the building obviously
affects its profile. Compare, for example, the profile of a
contemporary split-level project house with St. Ives in
Crescent Street. Our initial expectations of a Regency or
Victorian building would, quickly and clearly, not be met by
the profile and massingof the project house.
The next level of expectation for visual compatibility is
colour, then solid-to-void ratio, rhythm, texture, pattern,
and so on.
The significance of each of these aspectsis that they focus
progressively down to the detailed characteristics of each
building style.

St. Ives, Crescent Street, Hunter's Hill. Typical Victorian Gothic, l,86.l.
Note the roof proJile.

Roof and building forms and shapes, material selection,
number and proportion of windows and doors, colour
selectionand column spacingsare all the practical outcomes
of thesefactors, and thesewill be discussedin more detail in
the next issue.

THE CHURCH INSPECTION
On April 30th, the Trust held a Church Inspection, and following churches were opened:
Villa Maria - Father Fingleton;
St. Joseph'sCollege - Brother Henry;
St. Mark's Church
Canon Sherlock;
Congregational Church - Mr. Bristow.
All Saints'Church - Canon Sherlock;
The Hunter's Hill Trust would like to expressits appreciation of the generosityof thesechurchesand their leadersin sharing the
beauty and the history of religious institutions which have contributed so much to the character of Hunter's Hill. It was an
ecumenical Sunday, indeed.
A patchwork exhibition was also on view, provided by Joyce Wood and her dedicated band of workers. People came from
country areas to seethe patchwork, which was magnificent, and found themselvestransported into the 1880'sand early church
history in Hunter's Hill.
The JOURNAL here reprints the information on Villa Maria from the brochurewhich was given to Inspectionguests.Histories
of the other churches will be reprinted in future JOURNALS.
Most early settlements arose around a church, and in
Hunter's Hill this happened in a most unusual way. Among
the French settlers,there was a secondand distinct group, the
Marist Fathers, and it is with their influence in Hunter's Hill
that the recent "Church Inspection" concerned itself first.
VILLA MARIA
In April, 1835,the Marist Fathers operating missionsin the
southwest Pacific looked for what we might describeas an
'R and R' establishment for the recuperation of their
missionaries.After a four month voyage, during which they
called at St. Helena and brought with them the pines
standing in the area, Fathers Freydier, Dubreuil and Rocher
arrived in Sydney. For some years they lived in
Woolloomooloo but in 1847 purchased from Thomas
Stubbs his property Longwood which they re-named Villa
Maria. To this they added a house and a small chapel (now
demolished). In this first chapel, the body of Peter Chanel,
killed on Futuna Island (and later canonised- the Church
of St. Peter Chanel in Futuna Street is named after him) is
said to have rested on its way back to France.
This property they exchangedin 1835with Thomas Salter,
who again named it The Priory, and as such it standstoday
in the grounds of Gladesville Hospital and may be seenfrom
Salter Street.
Meanwhile, the Fathers had moved to Salter's property,
where there was a large stone quarry. To thesefifteen acres
they later added another eighteen. This became their
permanent home. Operating from The Priory, the Fathers
laid out and planted gardens and vineyards and beganwork
on their new establishment. Their first building at Villa
Maria was a little hexagonalwooden chapel of St. Joseph;
this is now replacedby a small stonechapelwhich housesa
statue of St. Joseph, a relic from the first, ill-fated Marist
endeavouron Woodlark Island. The Monastery was begun
at the initiative of Father Rocher on the plans of Weaver and
Kemp, under the supervisionof Father Joly - a beautiful
building in cream sandstoneof two main wings joined by a
deep arched verandah - and was blessedand opened in
1864 by Bishop Elloy of Samoa.

the Govenor of the Colony, the Most Rev. Julius Favre
being Superior General of the Marist Society, and the
Very Rev. Francis Victor Pupinel Superior of this house
and Visitor-General of the Marist Missionaries of
Oceanica,his Grace the Most Illustrious and most Rev.
John BedePolding, Archbishop of Sydney,Count of the
Holy Roman Empire and Assistant Prelate of the
Pontifical Throne, happily laid this first stone,amidst a
great concourseof clergy and people,under the title and
upon the festival day of the most Holy Name of Mary,
B .V ."
The principal architectand supervisorofthe constructionof
the Church was Father Claude Marie Joly, S.M., born in
France in 1830and arriving at Villa Maria in 1858.Father
Rocher was not to seethe beginningof the Church; he sailed
from Sydneyfour days after the Monastery was opened.The
Church was not blessed and dedicated till after the first
Vatican Council, on February 12,187l, by Bishop Elloy, but
it was sufficiently advanced for a marriage to be celebrated
in 1868;the statueof St. Peterabovethe front entrancewas
erectedin 1869to mark the openingof the Vatican Council.
During 1903-4,the Church was extendedwithout altering its
character,as a memorial to Father Z. Muraire, Parishpriest
for thirty-nine years;possibly at this time also, the sanctuary
was enlargedand the marble altar rails installed.The stained
glass windows of the sanetuary and on each side of the
transept date from the buildirig of the Church, but those in
the naveare slightlylater;the onesdestinedoriginallyfor the
nave having been lost at sea on the "Walter Hood". The
main marble altar was erectedin 1890.

In 1867, the foundation stone was laid for Villa Maria
Church, the Church of the Holy Name of Mary. Within the
cavity of this stone, sunk into the foundations and not
visible, is a bottle containing a Latin inscription which
presentsa potted history of the time:
"In the name ofthe Lord and under the patronageofthe
BlessedMary Immaculate and St. Joseph, Pius IX being
Supreme Pontiff, Victoria gloriously reigning over the
British Empire, his Excellency Sir John Young, Bart.,

The Marist Fathers have left their mark on our map. In 1875, the Hunter's
Hill Council passed a resolution naming the area of Tarban Creek, Villa
Maria; their tracks, bearing the names they gave - Mary, Matthew, ),[ark,
Luke, John, Paul, Futuna - are the steets of today.
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The Annual General Meeting of the Trust will be held on
May 24th at the Villa Maria Hall in Gladesville Road.

The Committee of the Hunter's Hill Trust is considering
compiling a second book, focussing on the people of early
Hunter's Hill. A cadre of volunteers armed with cassette
recorders will visit elderly residents who are willing to
recount their and their parents' memories of what Hunter's
Hill was like long ago. This, plus more academic research,
should provide a comprehensivesocial history of the area.

The evening will begin with drinks servedat6:30, and dinner
at 7:00. Members wishing to bring a contribution of food are
invited to telephone 892035 or 895175. There is no set
charge for the dinner, but donations will be welcome.
R .S .V .P . 89 2035.
Annual elections will be held, and Trust members are
reminded that memberships must be up to date before
members are eligible to vote. Memberships may be renewed
at the door.

Anyone who wo.uld like to help, either by contributing
memories or technical skills, is urged to contact Alice Oppen

( 8e5 r 7 5 ) .
Additional information on old buildings is still coming in,
muoh of it from people who have read "Old Buildings" of
Hunter's Hill" and had their memoriesjogged. A'correction
copy' is being kept, and the Trust is most grateful for any
information (telephone89 5175 or write to P.O. Box 85).

Professor Frank Talbot, environmental specialist at
Macquarie University, will be the guest speaker. His subject
will be the Lane Cove River.
THE HERITAGE COUNCIL
Mr. Justice Hope has been appointed chairman of the
Heritage Council of New South Wales. Mr Justice Hope
was chairman of the Committee of Inquiry into the National
Estate, and spoke at an Annual General Meeting of the
Hunter's Hill Trust on this subject several years ago.

RICHARD JARMAN'S COTTAGE FOUND
The block bounded by Alexandra, Ferdinand, Madeline
and Mount Streets was sold by Dider Joubert to Richard
Jarman in 1856.Jarman's cottage appearedin the rate book
of l86l and on a map in 1862.ln 1878,Felix Cullen bought
the block, and his house was in the position occupied by
Jarman's cottage.

Minister for Planning and Environment, Mr. Paul Landa,
has also announced the appointment of the t€n other
membersof the Council: Mr. John Morris, Director of the
National Trust (N.S.W.) of Australia); ProfessorKenneth
Cable, Associate Professor of History, University of
Sydney; Mr Janes Colman, President of the Royal
Australian Planning Institute (N.S.W.); Mr. S. Vaughan,
Secretaryof the Operative Painters' and Decorators' Union,
Councillor Michael Addison, Councillor of Sutherland
Shire Council; Mr. Robert Nichols, Solicitor; Mr. Nigel
Ashton, Chairman of the N.S.W. Historic Buildings and
Sites Advisory Committee; Mr D. A. Johnstone, Director of
National Parks and Wildlife Service:Mr. J. W. Thompson,
N.S.W. Government Architect; Mr. G. P. Webber,
Commissioner of the N.S.W. Plannine and Environment
Commission.

Present owners, in removing timber for renovation, found
that the foundation of the northeast room were very much
more primitive and that there were outside vents leading
from this room to the central hallway. The discovery of a
well under the south-westquarter of the house is additional
evidencethat Felix Cullen added three rooms and a hall to
Jarman's cottage. Jarman's fireplace will be restored.

THE TOWN HALL
The Hunter's Hill Trust was sent a copy of the preliminary
plans for the Town Hall. We have been assured that the
stone facade and general appearanceofthe building as part
of the streetscape will be retained. We have written to
Hunter's Hill Council expressing appreciation for the
information and assuring Council of our continuing
interest.

The Hunter's Hill Trust wishes the Hdritage Council
strength in its efforts to resist the erosion of the best of our
past, wisdom in selecting battle areas, and government
backing against inimical progress.
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