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HUNTERS HILL HERITAGE STUDY LAUNCHED
Speechby Mayor SheilaSwain,A.M.
on November18. 1988
I have some diffidencein standingbefore you today,
launchingthe Hunters Hill Heritage Study. I am not an
historian,planneror architect.I do not live in an historic
house. I have made no systematicstudy of heritage
matters. My knowledge and understandingare based
purely on my wrestling with the practical problemsof
urbanconservationover the past 17years.
When I was electedto Council in 1971we were still
developingour first town plan. Our difficulty wasthat we
saw almost unanimouslythat we were dealing with a
suburbunique in New South Wales, if not in Australia,
and yet the thrust of the State legislationwas towards
standardisation
of planninginstruments.We spentmany
long nights in our attempts to build into our scheme
controls that would preserve the special qualities of
Hunters Hill and at the sametime meet our statutory
requirementsand it took someyearsbefore our L.E.P.
No. 1 was finally gazettedin 1982.
One important element in that scheme was the
of what wasthen known asthe Townscape
establishment
Advisory Committee. F{owever,there was a reluctance
on the part of severalaldermento use this Committee.
They saw it as an abdication of power to refer these
heritagematters to a group of "outsiders".Further the
Committeeconsistedlargelyof architects,a reflectionof
the view of many that Hunters Hill was historically
importantonly becauseof the manyhistorichouseswithin
its precincts,and that if theseindividualhouses- or rather
their facades- were retainedthen we would be doins our
duty by our lovely old suburb.
Over the years, however, it has become almost
automaticthat any applicationfor any changeto any of
the items listed under clause 19 be referred to this
Committee, which is now known as the Environmental
Heritage Advisory Committee. In fact, more recently,
Council has resolved to refer to the Committee other
items which may have an impact on the significanceof
heritageitems.
It is the broadeningof the functionsandcompositionof
this Committee,the undertakingof the HeritageStudyby
MeredithWalker andAssociates,andthe appointmentof
Ms. PenelopePike asHeritageConsultantthat hashelped
us articulatemore preciselywhat we meanby the heritage
of Hunters Hill.

Hunters Hill is not a collectionof quaint, pretty, oldfashionedhouseson a pretty peninsula.It is the character
of the whole neighbourhoodwhich is its history. And
historyis whatwas,not whatwe think it was,or would like
it to have been. Actually, most buildings in the
Municipality were constructedbetween 1919and 1961.
However, the characterof the area does result largely
from thosehousesbuilt between1860and 1920.Many of
these were large villa estates whose subsequent
subdivisions
haveled to a wide rangein the sizeand shape
of allotments,a varietyof buildinglinesand a wide range
of housestyles.
The textureof the Municipalityis alsoderivedfrom the
forms of the buildings, with pitched roofs, chimneys,
gables,verandahs,relativelylittle fenestrationand their
stonewalls and timber fences.The scaleis domestic,and
the colourssoft - greys,and pinks and greens.And the
suburbis heavilytreedboth in the gardensand the streets
and there are large areasof bushland.
This is the heritageof which we are guardians.The first
large threat to the maintenanceof the integrity of our
suburbcamewith the opaniqgof the GladesvilleBridge in
t966. At this stage cars had become a conventional
necessityto most families so our suburb came within
striking distance of the Central Business District.
Developersmovedin andonesawalmostimmediatelythe
destruction of practically a complete streetscape in
Church Street. So was born the Hunters Hill Trust and
under the careful tutelageof the late David Saunders,
they proceededto pressCouncil to institute protective
devicesfor the suburb.
As a result,we havemanagedto preservemuchof the
characterand charm of Hunters Hill. But that leadsto a
paradox.The more we preservethe characterand charm
of the Municipality, the more attractiveit becomesand so
the more expensivethe land becomes.And this tendsto
force out the lessaffluentwho throughneglect,ignorance
or lack of money, have done more to preservethe past
than thosewho movein and love the placeto death.
They love the treed look - as long as their view is not
blockedby a tree, or the leaveslitter the porch.Theylove
their old-fashionedcottage- as long as they can have a
large entertainmentarea, family room,.rumpus room,
musicroom, study,studioandparent'sretreat.They love
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the spacearound the house- as long as they can squeeze
in a tennis court and swimming pool, thus compressing
their additions into a bulky, overwhelming extensionon
the back, side or top of their house.They love the narrow
winding streets- as long as they can have a four or five car
garage to which they can have accessthrough a break in
their stone wall - which they dearly love.
Philip Venning, the Secretary of the Society for
Preservation of Ancient Buildines in the United
Ki n g d o m . had t his t o s a y i n a re c e n lIrti
. cle:
" ln Britain tens of thousands of wonderful traditional
buitdings have been permanently'ruined.in"the lasttwenty
years. llot by property developers,roatlbuilders, or any of
the other enemies of the architectural heritage, but by
people who sincerely believethey are itsfriends. They have
poured love, commitment, hours of time and much too
much money, into restoring their teqsured old houses;and
the tragedy is that in many cases the result hqs been a
travesty. Houses that have taken hundreds of years to
evolve a unique character have been so drastically overrestored that they end up ar best indistinguishablefrom a
modern replico, qt worst something so bogus that it makes
you want to cry."(Historic Environment, Vol.6 No.3,
1988)
This is why today we have invited you - the planners,
architectsand property salesmenof Hunters Hill - to this
launch. We believe that you hold the future of this suburb

in your hands. You are the people who have the greatest
opportunity for advising property owners and potential
owners of the best way to maintain the integrity of
Hunters Hill. It not only makes sense financially of
course, it also acknowledges that we all have
responsibilityto respectthe history of Hunters Hill. That
we are custodiansof a great heritage - the first true suburb
in Australia. If we acknowledge that responsibility then
perhaps the requirements of our planning department
may not seem so tedious and irksome.
I should now like to thank Meredith and her associates
for the many hours of meticulous and dedicated work they
put into the preparation of this report; to our Town
Planner, Mr. Ken Litting for his cheerful acceptance of
the extra burdens that resulted from Council's adoption of
our new direction; to Ms. Penny Pike for her greal
contribution as our Heritage Consultant, and to- the
members of our Environmental Heritase Advisorv
Committee, who sit here in our Counc'il Chamber,
sometimes until the early hours of the morning, helping us
to reconcile the needs of the applicant with the needs of
the community.
Together I believe we can make conservation historvin
Hunters Hill.
(Copies of the Heritage Study (lgS4) are available from
Hunters Hill Council for $ZOeach.)

PULPIT POINT UPDATE
Residents of Hunters Hill are fortunate in havins
regular ferry services to the city. The g.05 a.m. from
Gladesville Wharf offers the opportunity of viewing
Pulpit Point, stripped for action and looking much like the
surroundsof Abu Simbel. The Council is hoping to avoid
a flood of similar proportions by diverting and chinnelling
the energies of the 'New Villagers' withlts Developmenl
Control Plan No.4. We are at this stageof redevelopment,
following the amicable resolution of the rezonins into
three. roughly equal parts - single housing on the iiAge,
attached houses and apartments below the cliff and opin
space around the harbourside perimeter. There will be
less than 130 housesin all, allowed under the new LEp
N o.1 1 .
What are the aims and objectives of the controls under
DCP No.4? The first and mosr importanr is to control the
development of the subject land to ensure that it is
compatible with the establishedcharacter of Hunters Hill,
distinguished by free standing houses set in their own
gardens and dominated by trees. Other important
controls are:
*
*
*

two storey height limit above original ground level.
Introduction of building height planes at 30. and 45.
to further control heieht and let in the sun.
Compatible bulk of slructures with existing buildings
in Hunters Hill. This will help to bridge the gip
between money and taste when it comesio livins in
the biggestand the best.

*

Use of materials such as sandstone, Federation brick,
slate and terracotta.
Tree cover is to be establishedto existing height along
the ridge line.
Parramatta River design guidelines are to be
incorporated into the landscape design.
A landscape master plan will need to be approved by
Council before any building is started.
No development of the maiked bushland area.
I
All carparking is to be underground or in buildings.
There is to be an 8 metre wide view axis from Firrl
Road to the Harbour Bridse.

Finally there are tight restrictions on building over an1;
contaminatedareas.

The Hunters Hill Trust is keeping in touch with
Council and the developer - Comrealty - during this n
phase of development. The magnitude of the cleaning
of the waste areashas slowed down the project. Hower
thought is now being given to the designing of all buildi
on the site. The relationships between the dwellings a
complex and careful attention to this problem now wou

shorten the overall constructiontime. This could be
opportunity for the architecture of Hunters Hill
improve and not rely on pastglory alone.Let's hope
Londish wants to leave somethineof real value to
grandchildren, and so provide Sydney with a
development that will stand the test of time
complement the heritage of Hunters Hill.

FROMTHE HERITAGE

CONSUTTANT
As mentionedby Mayor SheilaSwain,the HuntersHill
HeritageStudy undertaken by Meredith Walker and
Associates
in 1983/84has now been published and is
available
from the Councilfor $20.For anyoneinterested
inthedevelopmentalhistoryof HuntersHill - the history
of its built form, rather than its socialhistory, this is a
purchase
well worth making.The Studyincludesselected
plans, a map of all the early wharvesin the
subdivision
Municipality,and subdivisionmaps of each historical
period. These maps were compiled from Meredith's
searchof all the Hunters Hill subdivisionmaps at the
MitchellLibrary and at the StateArchivesOffice.
Full size copiesof the maps publishedin the Study,
togetherwith the Water Board plans of the 1920-1930s
(showingthe outline of eachhouseon its block) are now
hangingin a vertiplan cabinet at Council'sHealth and
Building counter and are available for reference by
anyonewishingto searchtheir own land or anyother land
in the Municipality.
To coincidewith the launchingof the HeritageStudy,
RydeLibrary, in conjunctionwith HuntersHill Council,
publisheda bibliographyof bookson conservation.Thisis
availablefree of chargeat the CouncilOffice, andmostof
the books are available at or through the Gladesville
BranchLibrary. Therewasan exhibitionof thesebooksat
theGladesvilleLibrary in the two monthsleadingup to
Christmas.
Have you seen the excellent little brochure of self
guided historic and bushland walks put out by Ryde

Library? These are also now available at the Council
Office.
Recently Council added to its schedule of heritage
items a small timber cottage, two large fig trees, and many
of the stone walls in the Municipality. All these stone
walls are shown on a map hanging in the vertiplan cabinet.
Does anyone have any photographs of buildings, or
street scenesof Hunters Hill ten or more years old? If you
could find time to search through the family albums I
would be most grateful. They don't have to be
photographs specifically of buildings. Quite often the
family is grouped in front of the fence, or on the front
verandah, and there in the background are all the details
of roof material, chimney. 'Ierandah supports and
valance, fence, hedge necessary for an accurate
restoration. This documentary evidence is of inestimable
value in retaining and recovering the rich heritage of
Hunters Hill. Please let me know if you have any such
photographs. With permission, Council would copy and
return any that would be useful for its records on the
evolution of the built form of Hunters Hill.
Have you seen the early photograph of Alexandra
Street lent by Adrienne Ryan for the Heritage Exhibition,
and still on display in Council's foyer? Alexandra Street
then boasted an avenue of silky oaks, and a regiment of
high timber picket fences.

PENELOPE PIKE, HeritageConsultant
HuntersHill Council

KELLY'S BUSH
The N.S.W. Local Government and Planning
Minister, Mr. David Hay, launched Stage 2 of the
programmefor Kelly'sBushon Wednesday,
regeneration
11thJanuary.Work will alsoincludethe constructionof
the Alfred Street entry, steps and paths. $100,000has
beenallocatedfor this purpose.
Representatives of the Hunters Hill Council,
Department of Planning, Travis and Partners, Regal
Landscapes, Australian Trust for Conservation
Volunteers (Ms. Prudence Tucker), The Battlers for
Kelly'sBush (Mrs. Trudi Kallir), HuntersHillTrust (Sam
Sheffer) and the Historical Society (John Merrington)
werein attendance.
The Trust applaudsthe work doneby PrudenceTucker
and her organisation.It would be an advantageto the
Trust and Hunters Hill if someof its memberswere able
to learn the Bradley method of bush regenerationfrom
them.
It remainsto be seenwho will maintainKelly's Bush
whenthe StateGovernmenthascompletedits work.
llistorical Note
The name,Kelly'sBush,datesfrom 1892,whenMr. T.
H. Kelly foundedthe SydneySmeltingCo. on two acresof
waterfrontland with ten acresas 'open space'.

In 1956,sevenacresofthis'open space'waspurchased
by the Hunters Hill Council and Cumberland County
Council, becoming Weil Park. With the removal of the
Smelting Co. in June 1967,the whole twelve acresbecame
the focus of a development scheme and ensuing battle
between the developers, varying levels of Government,
local citizens and wider supporters. This culminated in
September 1970 in the formation of the Battlers for
Kelly's Bush, who gained strong Trade Union 'GreenBan'support, in the middle of 1977.Three yearslater, the
weight of local and wider opposition resulted in the
developers' agreement to sell the land to Hunters Hill
Council.
In 1977, the State Government confirmed that there
would be no development at Kelly's Bush and finally, on
the 4th September, 1983 (13 years ofprotest and conflict)
that Kelly's Bush would be assignedfor permanent public
access.
1988 has seen the initial repair, restoration and
regeneration in Stages I and 2, and hopefully, by the
centenary of Kelly's Bush in 1992, the work will be
finished.

OBITUARY: WOOLWICHPUBLIC SCHOOL
1892-1989

At 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday, January 31st, 1989,pupils
left Woolwich P.S. for the last time. Terminating
Principal Fran McSullea ceremonially gave each one a
school badge as a memento of his/her associationwith the
school. State Education Minister Dr. Terry Metherell's
stated determination to close the school at the end of the
year had become a self-fulfilling prophecy.
In The Sydney Morning Herald of July Bth, 1988, the
Deputy Director of Education, Mr. Brian Gillett, was
quoted as assuring parents that schools would not close
unless parents agreed. He pledged that the Department
would consult widely with parents and teachers before
taking such drastic action. Woolwich School parents were
therefore shocked to read in a local newspaper, three
months later. that their school would be ciosed. Peter
Pinson, Presidentof the Woolwich Parents'and Citizens'
Association, described this as "consultation by press
re l e a se" .
Senior Departmental officers conceded that the
closure had no educational justification. The fifteen
school sites were to be sold, and the proceeds used to
build schools in developing areas in the west. The
I''trorthern Herald estimated that the eight northern
suburbs sites might realize between $51.3 and $60.3
million, suggesting about $8 million for the Woolwich
site.
Speaking on October 31st, 1988, at a meeting of
representativesof the fifteen schoolstargeted for closure,
the previous Labor Minister for Education, Mr. Rodney
Cavalier, described the closures as unnecessary. The
schools which were supposed to be funded by the sales
had already been planned in his time as Minister, he said,
and would have been funded from "seneral taxation
i n co me " .
Parents of the school were dismayed that the closures
would deny the opportunity of choice - between small and

large schools. Mrs. Alysoun Ryves described Woolwich
as providing a "friendly family type of environment".
Woolwich parents had long campaigned for, and
welcomed, Dr. Metherell's decision to relax school
admission boundaries. Previously, the school had been
required to reject enrolments from children who lived
"out of area" . Unfortunately this change, coming roughly
simultaneously with the closure direction, did not have
the opportunity to allow school enrolments to rise.
Parents pointed to additional pupils anticipated
through the Pulpit Point development, and from
Cockatoo Island, assuming it is residentially developed'I
Together, these estates would produce more children
than Hunters Hill P.S. could hope to cope with. A
Departmental Inspector said - off the record - that if and
when these developments occurred, second storeyswould
be built on Hunters Hill classrooms.Playground use could
be rostered.
On returning from his European visit over the
Christmasrecess,Dr. Metherell said that 1989wouldbea
year of greater consultation. Other small schools fearing
closure hope this is true. For Woolwich, it is too late'
I

I

The main building of Woolwich Public School wasbuilt
in 1892.Its entrance surround is stone. Its walls are brick
with passagesof stone ornamentation. It has verandahs
on two sides. After its closure, Mrs. McSullea discovered
an architectural novelty: the verandah railings werc
desiened to be raised and be temporarily removed,
presumably to allow theatrical or muscial performancest0
be performed using the verandah as a stage, with
spectators sitting below.
The school's archives are to be stored at Hunters Hill
Primary School, where they would be available for
historical research.
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ACTIVITIES
MORE EXCITING HAPPENINGS
FOR'VIENNA'
HUNTERS HILL TRUST
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
This will be held in Hunters Hill Town Hall on
Wednesdayevening,3rd May 1989at 7.45p.m. A
revised Constitution will be presented to the
meeting for approval. Changesproposedinclude
removalof Clause12, restrictingeligibility of Trust
Committeemembershipto residentsor ratepayers
of the Municipality.

tSth - 19thMARCH,1989 - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
MINIATURE QUILT EXHIBITION
by the Hunters Hill Quilters at Vienna
Cottage,38Alexandra Street,HuntersHill,
Admission:$3.00at the door.
SUNDAY, 28th MAY, 1989 - To celebrate the Fitst
Anniversary of the Opening of 'Vienna'
ROOMS ON VIEW
A fascinating 'room crawl' across
peninsula- in theseinteriors you will fi
much to charm the eye and stimulate1

Nominations for all positions on the Committee
should reach the Secretarytwo weeks before the
meeting.

lmagrnatron.

For Tickets at $10 each contact
Chippendall,2 Aspinall Place,W
2rr0 (81.65870).

The proceedingswill include a guestspeakerand
supper.

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS
Members, present and prospective,are reminded
that the annual subscriptionfalls due on March Lst
forms are included
eachyear.Renewal/Membership
we
would apprgciate
and
of
the
Journal
in this copy
an early reply.
GRADES:
Single
$5.00 FamilY $ 10.00
$100.00
Pensioners/Students
$1.00 Life

GENERAL MEETING AND
CHRISTMAS LUNCH
The Hunters Hill Trust celebratedthe end of its
twentieth year with a Christmas Lunch in the
function area of the Woolwich Pier Hotel on
Sunday,20thNovember.Fifty membersand friends
attendedthe lunchwhichwasprecededby a General
Meeting.
The Trust would like to thank the Managementof
the Woolwich Pier Hotel for its assistancein
arrangingthis functionin suchpleasantsurroundings
and for their support.

FORTHCOMING

PUBLICATION

"Hunter's Hill : Australia's Oldest
Garden Suburb"
This history,preparedwith financialassistance
from the HuntersHill Councilasa Bicentennial
Project, will be publishedin mid-1989by the
David Ell Press.
The work of two well-knownTrust members,it
is written by Dr. Beverley Sherryand is richly
illustrated with colour photographs by
DouglassBaglin.
The recommendedretail price will be $49.95,
HOWEVER, this book will be offered to
TRUST MEMBERS At A SPECIAL PRICEOf
$39.95- a savingof $10. More informationin
the next Journal.

Ryedol€Offsel Prinf & Senices. Glodesville- 817-3966
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