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TIf,E SWENG TO RESTORATION
1T_.tTi-g_rlg {q"r ?{. i":tuTr.ng_ interest in preserving buitdings as r part of
our E€rttrge rnd architectura[ history:

Books

,Ul!rJ. r.".ntty, *how to- knowledge for renovatong old
burld rngs-has been hard to come by. The J O Lt R il/r{ t his run
a series-ofartjcles {esigned to intirest readers in the features
and tecinrques which make the difference between a trendv
Job arid restoration. The Hunter's Hill Trust's architectural
advisers (Ron Barrelle and Fred Hinde) have often refei.eO
!o !_\ publication "Restoring Old Auitralian House" anO
Buildings: An Architectural duide" by Howard Tanne. inJ
Philip- Cox- This book gives detailed analyses of t}re rnu:*
period sr1'les of archltecture. and expiains technioues
rnvolved and remedies for the agues of agi _ damp. cra.k,,.
mutilation by owners, and sJforth. Unfortunately, this
book is now out of print and it has become a prize to'be lent
among the free-masonrt  of  house restorers.
Now a new book has been _published, titled ..Restoring Old
Houses", by lan f vans. Wrilten for the widening audieiceoi
people interested in '.how ro', authentically, tf,e book is a
masterpiece of clarity, combining discussion of past life_
styles and methods of c.onstruction with practical, specific
advice on how to deal witb repairs. In addiiio;, an appendix
lists.suppliers of building materials - such ar'plast.,
cornices and centre roses, -ironwork, chimney pots, brass
fittings, joinery, slate roofing . lan Evini, a Glebe
resrdent, has made his book available through the Glebe
Society as well as through bookstores. fne ftunte.'s ftii
Trust strongly recommends that renovators purchase this
9?9{l 3r a thorou.gh reading wil l make restoration not only
posslble.  but  lascinar ing.

Newspapers
Articles. in the Sydney Morning Herald in October have
tocussed on the change in publ ic att i tude towards the
preservation of bui ldings for their architectural merit  and
their increasing.v.alue as-heritage. In effect. old buildingi;ie
becomlng a tashion and their restorat ion an economy.
The.. Prop:rty _Reporter wrote: . .An historic home is a
cnaleng^e,.tor a buye r. whether it be a restored police station
of the 1880's or an eleganr early 1900's home with staineJ
glass wrndows and patterned cei l ings. More people are

becoming a,wa.re of the merits of buying an architccturally
significant building to pre$crve raiher-than demolish oi
modernlse. I-he cause is not just aninterest in NSVs history
,.Jligh prompted the formarion of the Heritage Council df
liqw last year.* but also the rerurn to fasfrion of older
objects and the need to conservc resources."
The Environment Writer .repo-r199 -that the Faculty of
Architecture at the University-of NSW has launched a new
po"sr-graduate degr-T 

- 
course- in building conservarion,

ol lenng a degree of  Master of  the Bui l t  Environment.  He
pornted out thar "historic building resroration, as specialist
architects such as Mr. Clive Lucai, of Elizabeth Bai House
fame, have shown, is a high art form. There is u n."A uiio ioi
sympatheric restorers of commercial buildings'.. and the
coursc ls meanr to appeal  to engineers.  bui lders.  town
planners, hlstonans. economists and psychologists. And
alderman. in their'spare time'?

Legislation

One possible reason for the increased interest in
p_reservation of. the builr environment may be that the
Heritage Council is now acrively working, p.6u,Oing iduic.
and protection on an expert level. The ii6ritage C-ouncil's
listing of the 'Garibaldi', for example, is ensurlng thar rhe
new owners of the building are receiving advicifrom an
architect skilled in restoration work, "Howard -fanner.
Bodies like the Hunter's Hill Trust take heari from these
Tll ipk signs of a.change in-the aesthetic climare; progress
ls-_belng redellned ln terms of architectural excellence irom
all periods of building.

Novernber,  1979
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Stone Walls of Hunter's Hill
Black Lucy
PICNIC at Clarke's Point, Nov. lt
CHRISTMAS CRUISE, Nov. 2E
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Mortared Wails
Most walls, however. a,re a variation.on thestaddard mortar
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ilR'S HII,L
The stone for all of these walls was plentiful until the 1920,s,whe.n very few walls lere.being "oni 

ti".GJ. 
-w 

it h ;;i ;-;r;walls. especially. small pieceslf ,"."p ,ton. could be used
rrom mater ia l  lc l t  over f rom house construcr ion.  The Ferr1,
L,,r::l 

ur.u is p,articularly rich in *ton. *ul( especially th'e
wnarr or southern end. Many of these walls-define the
9.igil,3l property lines of thj early prefabricated timber
bxhlbltron houses built in the l g50's. Ai three out of the four
houses have fallen prey to white ants and demolishers, theie
lntere.stlng old walls remain as a l ink with those quaint old
dlgllings. A tall section of dry walling, onginally Lelonging
to 'Croissy', still stands, built upon roit Uelow tfe cornJr oT
Croissy Avenue. The remaining walls in the area are of
mortared type or dry stone repalred with mortar. The rich
vartery ot capprngs ls worthy of note.

The Correct Mortar
It is the masc of stone walls that keeps them togethe r rather
than the 'srick' of rhe old.style l ime bise,J morrai. Thar is, the
mortar is used as a bedding medium, not as e,glue'. Modern
cement mortar is not recommended for usJin either the
construction of new stone walls or for repair and re_
tuckpoinring of old walls. This hard, impervious mortar can
often set off a series ofchemical and physical reactions that
result i l  rhe.rapid decomposirion oi.f iett ing. of the stone
raDnc. ror the correct mortar to use with old masonry, see
"Maintaining and_Restoring Masonry Walls", a Uo'ottet
p_ubt$hed by the National Trust, available for $5.00 at the
National Trust bookshop at Obiervatory Hiil.
Another important point to note when repairing and re_
tuckpolnting old stone walls is ro try to determine, 5y caieful
observatiorq what the style of the ohginal tuckpoioting *"r.
Small diarneter metal tubing or metil rod can'be fasfrloned
by a stone mason or handyman, to enable theorisinal linine
pattern to be reproduced, or. traditional tuckpoiiting tooG
Tay_be adequate. It is essential to allow the stone to iemain
the dominant visual element in the finished restoration" and
n-ot tf9 new tuckpointing. This means thaithe tuckpointine
should remain virtually flush wirb the stone surfaci. rathei
than form a pronoinent ridging pattern.
Soft s!-+r!ar {llrne ba-eed rrl+;tar) ages or weathers nith the
stone fabric so that the charaiter-of the origin"I ;di i;
111ntaiy.d When repairing a wall, the new m6rtar may be
coloured rn order to reduce its new look (for methodsisee
"Restoring Old H^ouses", by lan Evans). The exact amount
oI Coic'rifing iS Satesi iei.r io ai-i expeii.

To.a good stone rnason and craftsman, the quality of a stone
wall lies.in j-ust how.carefully the edges of eacli Utoci aii
les-p.ecteg- {h.y1 in. high.qualiry walfng, the mortar joinrs
are_Darety_ vlslble where they fit snugly between the edges of
each blo9k. The pointing does not Iciually cover theidges
up. . I hls ls understandable when you consider the amouniof
craftsmanship and. care inv_olved-in squaring up large blocls
:J_r]9?" 

pnor to. laying. Where blocks have been crudely
lnap:q, such as rn mortared rubble wall, then the mortar
and Jolntrng.pattern assumes a greater design imfortance.

Hunter's Hill has a delightful yqriety of stone walls,
either free. standing.or ds retaining-walls. When thi
rayour oI these walls rs considered as,part of the original
Hunter's H.il l ,^it. is possible to get a ti int oi the culiural
oacKground ot the hrench, Italian and other nationalities
of the craftsmen who buiit them. Illustraiioo .C ,hori
scme. cappin_g and courses styles that are the indiviaual
slgnarlrres ol these men. These walls are thus then anessential part of our environmental heritage and deserve
rmmedrate conservatton protection.

t

If there is a wall that.you think should be noted near by, then
please contact the foliowing: forwest of expresswav. conracr
Mr Michael  Lehany (S16-1526),  and' for  eaj t  of  the
:IpresswayJ conract Mr Peter pinson (g9-22 j5). The
Hunter's Hil l Trust, in conjunction with'tne ft isrorical
Society, will be compiling a iist of stone walls.

RECOLLECTIONS
of Black Lucy

- by Anne McNally

$1. first meering with Black Lucy was in the bush near
Smithy'; Pond.. She was the last l iving membeiof rhe tribe
rnar.nad been here, and she was a princess. Several other
:1io1:1 _1ld I were tryrng to tunr for leeches in the creek,
,o:^1::.:j^. :^.^r: !?tg r c each for them at pye.s chemist shop
l:l:d,T:l:'l!9, u! .Syon.y University;. We were rruuing irernDte.tlme trylng-to catch the leeches on sticks, and Lricvraugneo to see us. She showed us how by putting our feet andlegs in the warer we could get dozens ofi...t *i.1toared, ofcourse, by the time we gof them off our legs.
From.that^time.on, we paid daily visits to Black Lucy,
lliT *:,q :j:i ^:p:1., 

h I d, g h. t he 6u s h t o h"; rirG ;";;i :
ILTflll'^":::b:.i*-r*,1';11*i.yd;;;.il,'d;r.;Jr';
:*i. ^qt::! 

. 
",rl 

orr s t o c k in gs, t he d i) ;;:;j;;;i ;ild l, h%;,the cotton dress hangin-g-from thin, ;i[htly-;i;G;
shoulders. But more thin inything I;im";'&;'irer pride in
ler people,. and her love ofihe u"ustr ano iiiits creatures.
Ly.{-.y^1ll9,1hgw. r1s plants and berriei irrai-you couu::'r__ I_llr:, slow. us ptanrs and b€rne$ tlrat you couldear, wnere the best tadpol€_s and frogs were, arid horv tocatch lizards and snakes, Her favouiiie rniil-was a nice

_young snake cooked in the hot coals. Maybe ii tasted good,
but the smell of burning snake skin . .

1::.:9ry1 by several dogs (atways btack and white) and
F]I{lng q€v, erat bunches of re d-tipped gum leaves, she was a
H:trj-1tjiq1.la-t-!-try,trrrough Gtadesville shopping centre.r ne gum teaves were her payment for her ..tuckef, as she
:it:g:l lpy"r i*pqtiai in her favorrii" oi"iir,!iilA;
grocgls; ail shops received a bunch of gum leavd and shewould selecr what she *aored, Uut tEiii wis on:y onebutcher-shop, Wilson s, she favoured. Sfre *ouia stand anJargue ult she got the best cut of rneat and always a meal forher beloved dogs.

.1.1.L?,L,.. t:ap, ? two-loomed house was built for her,wtrn cnarrs, a sola, bed (after all, everyone agreed rhat her
S9r age she sirouldn'r be sieeping in a -lurryaii?-in tt,* oper,l.
,There was a little c".ernony,.tfi. t;y "gi";",'Lucy thanked
everyone with a beaming smile, ttrei riittr tiue Biack Lucvlogic she chased the fowls, two goats 

"rAih;;"g;;""il'"house, and wenr back to her bei in ttre Uuifr. 
-

The last time I saw her she.was sitting on the ground tellingus a story of her tribe,.a liule told In piJgiri English, bu?.9$ly- drawn with a stick.in the dry durrl-;oil, mistakesrubbed out with a brown dusty toe.
I'm sure manv oeonle would remember Black Lucy'sfynera_I. Shops- cl6sed, st orekeepers rtooO-'ri[ ntly outsidetheir shops. Ail children ttor tt crua.iJitie'icioors tineothe.footpath as the cortege went past on its way to the Fieldof Mars Cemetery. We -mournef 

tr". p"rri"gl ior she had
H:3 ::_" c._tl_r"psi of anothe, ;;y;i r1i, 

"r,ii"rv differentIrom our own.

Footnotes:

Smithy's Pond was located in the bush opposite the old peaty hottse, 13Mars 9reet-
Istcy's ha:tse was built near the creelc now rhe canal, at the rear ofwhere 2EAuburn Strea is now.
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PICNIC at Clarke,s point
On Sunday, iE November,the Trust will hold a picnic on

'T;;]x*1i1*"1;1"iifi.",U,::+{l'":*3'trf fu ;}i
itida,-*i#l;.[T,"..8ffi :{gif lT:'?F**";;*fLater, perhaps visitors *-n1l '.*nr9ri-so*e- 

o*r"iilter,s Hitt,sstone-walled streets _ we hopi tr,.iu""rarld" #es wil be in
Clarke's point was o1t_o_{ 

" 
grant to_John Clarke in 1g34.rarer it was to become part oiMort;;D;il.;;""lresidentsgarhered here rc watch- bithpto" 

"L* 
,ilfr #ing launchedilffi 'i:"'ifi;Ji'ff.tl,:,:.,I3 jg:.':i{:Lffi*y,: jl:nrmy, but Clarke's Fr-r-Il_yg proposed for vanous sorts ofoevetopmenr by an indultrial 

"b_iuny. 
in 

.r 
si3 tn* N. S. w.uovernment purchased ir for use 

":;;;#"q;nd in I976 itwas plaed in the carc and managem"ot oi iunrer"s Hill
;f'lJS- ffi;,"I?j"J-q. up t rre-"aieJ' io "."ir pu"td
rg*,s "r, r- rd;il,iTiilE".j ll,T,ty,*SXmniot clgrzens and severa

ffia*s",lJ.*Sffii"#"#,,rlrj:jrr*
l

if.,',ljd5x'*".'ili:'d"ffi "6I,T,ffi :ii?f; #f ;yf *xill
;:,itd :,;;hoa 

n d m e ni be rs' o r t rre fi u ni J.r,, ;i1jl i;; rff ; ii

_ HELP WANTED column
"ontiii,::#$blv with ;',"'"*a-i'ir., ro. *""ro"y
PHOTOGXAPIIS, of Hunter,s Hill and its people; any of
MEMORIES, for our Recollections file.

-lj.r,. 
t:, disco^vJred t\e N3lilnar 

frusr sa'ies counrer on the:Itf f loor of Davi
L nnstmar grtrs ar ai lable 

Jones'  El izabeth Streer storel

T 9_9, _\ F AI R i, r",il j.*iiJg n me 1t .1n,,., 3 rd Fr o o r,Argyle Arts Centre,lg Argyle Sr.eet, S;;il:.

I*,j."f:+ si'l r.urr, trl"4r ro ,o ln"""unter,s Hiuualtery for ho usins the-Trust. Ce";;, ;;;;;.iirg enq uiriesand setting books, ind to Hunte.,: rii,j riorit""i,u.. (whichrs ar rhe garden side of ti,. c"ir.rvi"ioi].or.rrion"tasslstance and telephone answering. 
r,  ' "^ r

[:X n: I :: _* $T:.",,: t" evaluare s o me foreshore areas

i#tff jiiTi:#"gi';,r',fjilf-e',i,:r',F.ii.fl9q the water. Doug-lass

H:t*::_,,,,*:tq+';iryffi'ilf,X-"i.iil:l*f".f*X j
:ii,.Y. will no-! only have an invaluable .""^.i ,^lll,,n;l,ll"d;J,11Fj;rui;i,:"1't"iii1,:.::ity.li,isiiii
:l:l_.rlr"F. Coun'"i1,-Uut we wilr have s
$:xt,;:f::1i.;{:iifi ff Jljli;;..'Jffil3t[j::n::

ic record

Tapl in and Garth Oa*r i -  
'sruv vr  !w! ls ol  tne areas'  Mac

lrusr owes r '  rh.-^ *^]?i . : "* t ing as boatmen, and the

WTIES
CHRISTMAS CRUISE

Now establish"d *.l^I3st 
.anrua! event, the Christnaas31"il,31i"f#"?J#""^'tlg,yi1"I";G'*tr,"Mv;vE:

i"_eyo;fiir.,-1;r'#::ii,9ii'"itfi;..r1*ff*tfl"_;Jilprepared by dedicated fru,ii 
".r,"fr.11.i #;;. a Trust chef.nng 8$203 5). pre_dinfi er. d rin ts wiii ie"iiIujo.a; guot, 

".6
requested to brine any qlhe-1 .f*rir_"ii]irckets are $12.31! 3-qmuerg areiatrirariy-ltfi;;d ;i[:.rt. or the boat.ror reservations, please telephone C6_jiis.^-

?.oo "",rJ.1':fiTj[:::ra, Meeting7.30 cruise around ro."r-rroi.r.".
9.00 return for l"t".o_.i."'-"

t0.00 return (early tili'-""t l.15 return (owlj 
-- -,

WATERSCAPE
The concept,of *towns-cape,_anO 

the need for considerationrn planning for thc over-all vi"*,f"r-"r"" 
"ni 

protcction ofK_ey elemcnts in it has r

#1ru;"'#'::'tri:'#1"1T:S'*:H'*";,:1"ff i:*
:i;#5:.",i:{i{ii:;Iiix."f;fi ?:*ff y.:if "t?the.visual value of Hun^ter,s Hlll 

"""'Ur-f"lrTi where landand water meet, in ba11,_,-1ov.es, f_p"rrJr, .f bushlandre-serves and warerside_ parks, in gar.i"ni *h!rc plantingadds srace to the *T,i: 
9r q".a?r,'qii.'"s.iir." areas arceng:.?Bered by possibilities.of suadivisi;;, 

";; 
roads andou udrngs which witt," 

I:^,,h", pt""i 
""i 

._ i, ji! r.g.t"tion;sonre areas are endanse_re9 
!i overcev"ioi*""nt of sites.

;;l."* " 
man's casrte mi.rst inctiroe p;;i';;;"#; boatshed

The foreshore buildins 
l,,l-.*"1 pur.in the Town planlremember the Town- plan?) in, orOer 

-io- 
oro,."t tt,warerscape, and the Hu-nteit riirr "ir""r, i"aspw.iuen to,

;.]:l:il 
protestins at a r,ecent a..Li""-i" air"ow uuitOing

Trust owes 
"rr tr,... ,."-,ffi;f;;'iitJir:

MEMBERSHTP FORI}I

Willing to help with

Name,.

Address

The Hunters Hill Trust
Box ES, Hunter's niii'ztto

type-9f Membership:
Dtngle
Familv
Pensioner
Student
Life Membcr

Due Merch I

The Trust Centre
Ihe Hunter's IIill Gallery

r979-t0
$ 5.00
t0.00
t.00
1.00

75.00
ga05C dxNUDS€itmtNTtNG cro5.e3


