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Keep the Parramatta Foreshores Green (continued)

The question is, will the Government see the logic of the
Trust’s submission, take notice of it, and act upon it —in
particular with regard to the horse paddock? The logic
that should not escape the Government is this. Its own
stated objective for the Parramatta River is recreational
uses — this means that the Government will be surely
making every effort to keep the foreshores green. At the
entrance to the river there should be one Green Area from
Clarke's Point to Kelly’s Bush. Army build-up between
these two recreational areas would make a mockery of the
Government’s own proposals.

While it is conceded that the Army has shown indulgence
in allowing residents to use its land as a horse paddock for
years and while it is recognised that the Army has to be
somewhere, the following points should be argued in the
strongest possible terms:

1. Yes, the Army has to be somewhere but does it have
to expand its facilities at the end of a peninsula
which has only single-road access? There is only one
road to Woolwich which is already overburdened,
particularly with ferry commuters.

o]

Must the Army expand in one of Australia’s most
historic suburbs? The Australian Heritage Commis-
sion (a Commonwealth Government body) has
listed the entire peninsula of Hunter’s Hill as part of
the National Estate and the Army (also Common-
wealth Government) is answerable to the Heritage
Commission for what it does with this land.

3. To lose the horse paddock as part of a green belt
from Clarke’s Point to Kelly’s Bush would be to lose
a great deal environmentally. The Harbour is precious
not just to Hunter’s Hill but to Sydney and Australia.

Indeed our Harbour is one of the wonders of the
world and every endeavour on the part of federal,
state and local government should be made to save
what open space remains around it.

4. For the same reasons the foreshore strip to the north of
Mort’s Dock should also be saved from development.

5. The Sydney Harbour National Park should extend
to the Upper Harbour so that the open space from
Clarke’s Point to Kelly’s Bush might be incorpo-
rated into it.

WOOLPAC

WOOLPAC - the Woolwich People’s Action Committee
- grew out of an association of residents who fought for
and won Clarke’s Point for the people. Now it is fighting
for ‘the horse paddock’ [see photo, p.1]. The short-term
objective of WOOLPAC is to prevent Army develop-
ment of this land. The long-term objective is to have this
land and another foreshore strip on the northern side of
Mort’s Dock handed over to the people.

For further information, or volunteers to assist, please
contact: David Ingham (816-4550) or John Boots
(816-3261).

PUBLIC MEETING

The Trust, in association with WOOLPAC, held a Public
Meeting in the Hunter’s Hill Town Hall on October 23rd.
Over two hundred people attended, including the sitting
Member for Bennelong, Mr. John Howard, and the ALP
candidate, Ms. Margaret Duckett. The meeting voted
overwhelmingly to oppose any development of Army
land at Woolwich, to work for the incorporation of this
land into the Sydney Harbour National Park together
with Clarke’s Point and Kelly’s Bush, and to undertake
consultations with state, federal, and local authorities in
order to achieve these ends.

‘The Government is committed to saving Harbour foreshore
land. All the foreshores which are green will remain that way.’
(Premier Wran, Sydney Morning Herald, 5/9/83, p.3).

‘ALLOWAH’ TO STAY

‘Allowah’, the historic timber cottage at 6 Bateman’s
Road, is there to stay.

An appeal was taken to the Land and Environment Court
after the Hunter’s Hill Council refused permission for
demolition. The appeal was lost and Council’s case was
strengthened by the evidence of Hugh Fraser (architect,
Heritage Council of NSW) and Michael Lehany (land-
scape architect and Member of the National Trust His-
toric Buildings Committee) and by a report from
Meredith Walker (conservation consultant). The house
was built in 1899 and is intact.

[‘Allowah’ is an aboriginal word meaning ‘stay here’.
Sources: Mitchell Library.]

Hunter’s Hill Trust Tree Survey: The trees of Glen-
cairn [see p.3] are being entered in the Hunter’s Hill
Trust’s register of trees. We would be very grateful if resi-
dents would let us know what trees are growing in their
gardens so that the register might be as complete as possi-
ble. Please send information to: The Secretary, Hunter’s
Hill Trust, P.O. Box 85, Hunter’s Hill 2110.

The Australian Garden History Society: This soc-
iety identifies historic gardens and prepares guidelines for
their retention, restoration, and maintenance. See their
publication, Historic Gardens in Australia: Guidelines
for the Preparation of Conservation Plans (Sydney,
1983). For enquiries write to: The Secretary , Australian
Garden History Society, Box 300, Post Office, Edgecliff
NSW 2027.
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HUNTER’S HILL AND THE
LITERARY GUIDE TO AUSTRALIA

The entry on Hunter’s Hill for the forthcoming Oxford
llustrated Literary Guide to Australia has been com-
pleted, illustrated with photographs by Douglass Baglin.
Many thanks to those who so kindly offered information.
You may be interested to know that Hunter’s Hill emerged
with the highest concentration of literary associations of
all Sydney’s suburbs. Some surprise was expressed at this
(Sydney Morning Herald, 29/6/84, p.1) but considering
the early date of settlement and the fact that Hunter’s Hill
has never gone to seed but has remained a pleasant resi-
dential area for so long, it hardly seems surprising at all.
The definition of ‘literary’ for the Guide went beyond the
conventional categories of poetry, novels, and drama, so
that we were able to include under Hunter’s Hill writers as
diverse as Sir Francis Anderson (1858-1941), Sir John
Ferguson (1881-1969), A. D. Hope, Nancy Keesing, Vin-
cent Serventy. At least thirty writers have lived here and,
in addition, a number of books have been written about
Hunter’s Hill or have been set here.

Together with Oxford University Press’s Literary Guides
to Britain and Ireland and to the USA, the Australian
Guide represents a new way of looking at the environ-
ment, apart from adding to our knowledge of literature.
For example, the splendid Norfolk Island pine in
Madeline Street, Hunter’s Hill, is more splendid still seen
in the light of R. D. FitzGerald’s poem, Height: pine-tree,
Madeline Street; and Tarban Creek, the place itself and
its history, are given new dimensions by FitzGerald’s
delightful narrative, One Such Morning. Both poems are
in Product: Later Verses of R. D. FitzGerald (Sydney,
Angus & Robertson, 1977). It is useful to be directed to
places where writers have lived or to places described in
literature; and if we can’t actually get to those places, it is
useful and pleasant to read about them and look at illust-
rations in a reference book. The Literary Guide to Great
Britain and Ireland has already given me much pleasure
just sitting in an armchair. So look out for the Australian
Guide when it is published.

Beverley Sherry.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS

Ian Evans, Clive Lucas, & Ian Stapleton, Colour Schemes
for Old Australian Houses. Sydney, Flannel Flower
Press, 1984. All the white iron lace on Victorian
houses should change colour after this book.

[an Evans, The Australian Old House Catalogue. Sydney,
Methuen Haynes, 1984. The last word on where to
buy what for old houses.

Portraits in the Landscape. The House Paintings of William
Tibbits 1870-1906. Compiled by the Historic Houses
Trust of NSW. Sydney, Historic Houses Trust of
NSW, 1984. Catalogue of a recent exhibition at
Elizabeth Bay House. If you want to know what
Victorian houses looked like in their settings, this
will show you.

ACTIVITIES

CHRISTMAS PARTY
Come to the Trust's Christmas Party
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25th, EVENING
HUNTER'’S HILL TOWN HALL
6.30 p.m. drinks — 7.00 p.m. dinner

Everyone welcome, bring your friends
$10.00 each

Enquiries:
Jenny Lockyer (816 4922)
Alysoun Ryves (816 1741)

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

There will be the usual brief General Meeting at the
Christmas Party. We will vote on the constitutional
changes of which notice was given at the A.G.M. in May.
Any members who would like information about this,
please ring Hudson Shaw (817 2311).

S

PARRAMATTA RIVER STUDY

The Trust’s environmental study of the Parramatta River
is available to members for loan. Please ring: Roslyn
Maguire (816 4614) or Doreen Carter (817 3410).

“VIENNA”

The National Trust ‘Vienna’ Appeal Committee is busy
with a continuing round of fund-raising activities.
Particularly successful was the House Inspection on
October 14th. A total of $3,625 was raised! Hunter’s Hill
was overflowing with people (600 came), the sun shone,
and it was great to see the National Trust, the Hunter’s
Hill Trust, and many local people all working together.

MOOCOOBOOLA 1984

The Trust ran two stalls this year and made a total profit
of $623. The food hamper was won by Mr. Jim Ryves of
Passy Avenue.

TRUST MEMBERSHIP 1984-85

MEMBERSHIP fees are due on March 1 each year.
Types of membership:— Single $5.00; Family
$10.00; Pensioner $1,00; Student $1.00; Life
Member $75.00. Please post to Hunter’s Hill Trust,
Box 85, Hunter’s Hill, 2110.

ﬁllﬂi‘mn RYEDALE OFFSET PRINT & SERVICES, 238 VICTORIA ROAD, GLADESVILLE, 2111 — 817-3966.




