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“It would't be so bad if once in a while the kids
had some fresh air to breathe, or maybe a little playing
area to get them off the sireets. Everviime they go out
you have to worry about who they are going to meet.

Once we had nice homes and trees and things | .

. it's

all so crowded now." {guote from an wrban redevelop-
ment study, Boston Mass, 1969.)

This is NOT Hunters
Hill in 1972, but it does
describe a former quiet
residential area given over
to high density housing
ostensibly because it was
only five miles from the
city centre and serviced by
an expressway. Hunters
Hill may never reach this
condition, certainly it will
not as long as we have a
Council caring about pre-
servation and maintaining
a separate identity. How-
ever, the threat of amalga-
mation is with us in a very
real sense,

Shortly, the Mayor of
Hunters Hill will be direc-
ting a vigorous campaign
presenting  the  munici-
pality and its council in
the best light as a self con-
tained umt. Undoubtedly,
assistance will be called
upon from all residents
and ratepayers.

For most people, young
and old, living in Hunters
Hill, the suburb itself re-
ficets their way of life.

Hunters Hill, stretching
from Victoria Road in the
west through o Woolwich
in the east, is an ideal

“YOUR SUBURB. YOUR WA

family suburb. There IS
room to breathe. The
greenery and heritage of
many years is ever present
and quiet tree lined strects
are bordered by homes
which reflect their owner's
pride. Parks and reserves
in the arca are used by
the people. Residents with
hobbies find space to carry
them out, in a situation
close to nature. A
atmosphere  prev
Hunters Hill; small, yet
adequate, commercial de-
velopment  retains  that
most necessary  tradition
— personal service from
the corner store.

For many ycars, the
suburb's geographical iso-
lation has led to a type of
development which is un-
affected in the main by
that of its neighbours.

The close integration of
landscape, residential de-

velopment  and  conse-
quently social and com-
munal activities has led to
the creation of a self-suf-
ficient community effec-
tively guided for over 100
years by its own separate
council,

Despite the large areas
of unrateable land in the
municipality, the Hunters
Hill Council has, since
LB61, improved progres-
sively and has Kept an
even balance between pro-
gress  and  preservation.
The rate has remained one
of the lowest in the met-
ropolitan area and the
standard of all services
and [facilities is consider-
ably high when comparcd
with other municipalities.

Hunters Hill has been
recognised as an important
living document of history.
Organised tours as well as
private visitors continue
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to come to the area with-
out any intrusion on the
privacy of the residents.

The large number of
active cultural, social and
sporting and other asso-
ciations in the munici-
pality indicate the extent
to which Hunters Hill has
developed to a self-suffi-
cient integrated commu-
nity. There is no certainty
il the municipality of Hun-
ters Hill is amalgamated,
that these bodies will con-
tinue to function or con-
tinue to operate as effec-
tively.

These are some of
many reasons that a large
number of people in Hun-
ters Hill are concemed
about any sungested amal-
gamation.

Next time you step
from your home, remem-
ber your suburb and your
way of life.




The location of a multi-lane highway in the Lane
Cove Valley has been approved and gazetted by the
New South Wales G t. Recent rep: tati
by residents and Mr. P. Coleman MLA in opposition
to the proposal suggests that there may be

new light shed on
the Expressway

The fact that a has been appointed, by
the State Government, for Environment Control is the
best ‘shot in the arm’ conservationists and others con-
cerned with preservation have had in the past decade.

Guidelines have been set down for environmental
impact studies to be prepared by all developers seeking
to begin new projects. .

Government Departments, as well as private enter-
prises, are generally required to undertake these studies.
One such State body is the Department of Main Roads,
who shouid now be writing environmental impact
reports for their future proposals.

The question affecting the Lane Cove Valley
Expressway is — should these studies be retrospective?
The answer, clearly, is yes. .

This important factor, together with other relevant
points, was raised in Parliament by Mr. Coleman MLA
as recently as March 16, this year. .

Mr. Coleman pointed out that decision to build the
expressway was made five years ago prior to the crea-
tion of the new ministry for environment, at a time
when people laughed at the very mention of environ-
ment or ecology. Now the atmosphere is entirely dif-
ferent. It is recognised on all sides that these factors
are tremendously important. -

The commissioning of the $1.5 million Sydney
Transport Survey, under the direction of Dr. Robert
Neilson, was also mentioned by Mr. Coleman.

Dr. Neilson was instructed in his terms of reference
to include road developments in the survey.

With these facts in mind, how can any irreversible
steps be taken on the e:épressway without an environ-
mental impact study and without the Neilson report?

Mr. Coleman directed questions on these matters
to Mr. Morton, Minister for Local Government and
Highways.

The blandness of the Minister's reply must surely
astonish everyone, in that he states — .

“The transportation study of the Sydney area will
not really have any bearing on the location of the
expressway already approved on the western side of
the Lane Cove Kiver. Consequently, so that people
affected by that route can be informed as soon as
practicable, it would not be desirable to interfere with
the normal processes of the survey and design now
being undertaken by the Department of Main Roads.”

NOW, at a time when the very use of the express-
way to further choke the centre of cities is in serious
doubt; at a time when environmental studies will
immediately affect the climate we live in; and at a
time when this exp; y is not yet d d, has not
the funds for its construction, but has the definite pos-
sibility of a more westerly route — How can we accept
Mr. Morton's views as those of an enlightened Minister!

Mr. Morton would do well to take note of recent
plans announced by his Victorian counterpart, the Hon.
Alan Hunt, Minister for Local Government.

In a recent address to the Urban Land Institute,
Mr. Hunt put forward a program to submit a forth-
coming road project to the public with four alternative
routes for public discussion before a decision is finally
reached.

Mr. Hunt believes that authorities are too inclined
to avoid taking the public into their confidence when
planning major projects. He further claims that experts,
while being very necessary in planning new works, never
have all the answers. They are not as well placed as
those ultimately concerned with an area. Proposals
which are theoretically sound in every way, can have
hidden practical implications of enormous importance.

Such is the Lane Cove Valley Expressway, but
surely it is a pity to require someone from outside our
own State Government to show some enlightened
thinking.

Mr. Morton is to retire shortly, and it is to be
hoped that Mr. Askin appoints a more sensitive
SUCCESsOT.

The possible wanton destruction of some of the
finest, little remaining foreshore and bushland in Sydney
deserves our closest attention. A long battle against the
routing of this highway has been fought by residents,
municipal council, Save the Lane Cove Valley Com-
mittee, and the Union of Lane Cove Valley Conser-
vationists, Your support is needed.
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ANNUAL MEETING - MAY 10th

Trust gains St. John as
leading speaker

The Hunters Hill Trust
is indeed fortunate in
gaining the services of Mr.
Edward J. St. John, QC,
as the leading speaker for
this year's annual general
meeting.

Mr. St. John, who is
well known for his activi-
ties as a champion to the
cause for conservation, is
a former MP with such

Trust member and recog-
nised authority on Town
Planning, will speak on
behalf of the Town Plan-
ning sub-committee whose
thorough investigations of
the Draft Town Plan were
recently completed.

The annual election of
committee members takes
place at the meeting each
year.

'“':_', as
to his record as the insti-
gation of the much pub-
licised ‘Voyager Commis-
sion’ in 1968,

Prior to entering
Government in 1966, Mr.
St. John had a very large
commercial practice as a
barrister. More recently,
he has acted as a consul-
tant in mining matters, in-
cluding the Clutha de-
velopment.

r. St. John will speak
on “Conservation Ac-
tion”, the effect of con-
servation moves in a world
environment,  Australia,
and specifically Hunters
Hill.

The annual general
meeting is the most impor-
tant event on the Trust’s
calendar.

An address from the
Trust’s  president, Dr.
Alan Bradfield, will sum-
marise the Committee's
activities during the past

year.
Mr. David Saunders, a

The e consist:
of nine members of the
Trust, who manage the
Trust’s affairs on  an
honorary basis. The nine
members must include at
least one representative
from each of the three
wards in the municipality.

According to the con-
stitution, six members of
the committee, who have
been longest in office, shall
retire at every annual
general meeting.

Members of the Trust
are eligible for election to
the committee if they are
residents  or  ratepayers
within the municipality of
Hunters Hill, as long as
they are not an elected
member of a local govern-
ment body or of the State
or Commonwealth Parlia-
ments.

Any two members of
the Trust may nominate
another  for  election.
Nominations must be
signed by the two propo-
sers and bear the written

consent of the member
nominated. They must
reach the seccretary at
least fourteen days before
the date of the annual
general ‘meeting.

FINANCIAL MEM-
BERS ONLY are permit-
ted to vote at the meeting.
Following the election of
the committee, the newly
appointed members then
elect office bearers at the
first committee meeting.
Officers include a Presi-
dent, Vice-President, Sec-
retary and Treasurer.

General Meetings of
the Hunters Hill Trust
have proved popular
events for all members
and other residents during
past years. From the first
meeting, with an atten-
dance of more than 500,
interest in the Trust’s
activities has remained at
a high level.

New residents are par-
ticularly encouraged to
attend this year's meeting,
which promises to be the
most interesting held to
date.

Your participation at
the annual meeting proves
that you, as a resident,
care actively about the
future- of our unique
suburb.

The meeting will be
held at the Town Hall on
Wednesday, May 10,
commencing at 8§ p.m.

Pollution ?

A recent  brochure
issued by the Hon. J. G.
Beale, Minister for Envi-
ronment Control, should
be of interest to all per-
sons concerned with rising
pollution — in all forms.
The new  publication,
titled “POLLUTION —
WHO TO CALL", itemi-
ses those authorities re-
sponsible  for  receiving
complaints or enguiries.

Today we are threat-
ened by pollution of our
most vital resources, the
air we breathe, the land
we depend on, our rivers
and seas.

The Ministry for Envi-
ronment  Control  was
formed, last vear, specifi-
cally to act as watchdog
for this most important
problem. However, the
people themselves, in all
areas, musi be the ultimate
watchdog.

Residents of Hunters
Hill will be interested in
these teleph b

from
the

Letter
- Editor

AIR POLLUTION

Aircraft Pollution,
‘D.C.A,, 92-0411.
Aircraft Noise, Sydney

Airport, 769-6981.

LAND POLLUTION
Vacant Crown Land,
Lands Dept., 20579.
Parks, Historic Sites,
National Parks,

27-9711.

NOISE POLLUTION.
Vehicle Noise, Police
Dept., local station.
Noise from waterways,

M.S.B., 20545,
WATER POLLUTION
Rivers, M.S.B., 20545.

D e
published to handle your
enquiries,

VISUAL POLLUTION

Department of Environ-
ment, 221-1844,

Remember — do your
part by keeping these
‘phones ringing — Don't
talk to your neighbour,
talk to the authority!

Dear Resident,

As the first edition o)
the Hunters Hill Trusi
Journal goes to press, the
Trust is introducing a new
form of communication
for the people of Hunters
Hill.

Replacing the former
‘Newsletter', the ‘Journal
has been designed to pro-
vide all residents with ¢
full understanding of the
Trust's aims and activities.

Matters of local interesi
will be recorded and youwr
commients as residents i
eagerly sought.

A substantial commu-
nity  spirit  exists  ai
present in Hunters Hill
The people are proud o)
their suburb.

With vour way of life
reflected  throughout the
pages of the ‘Journal
more and more people
outside the municipality
will ‘Sit up and rake
notice’ of Hunters Hill,

Please write and let w
have vour views.

Correspondence shoule
be addressed to.—
The Editor,
Hunters Hill Trust
Journal,
P.O. Box 85,
Hunters Hill 2110.
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a.m.to 330 p.m. Tickets
-are $2,00 {financial Trust
“ members $1:50) and are
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89-5175, 89-4503. -
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._' Malo”, built next to Rm"hy
Co‘ltagp in the 1850%.

- Across the bridge (or
the bridge) in
Joubert = Street, stands

Annabel Lee” — for-
merly a part of “Coora-
bel”, but now a separate
-house owned by Dr. and
Mrs. Lindshy Grant. Jou-
bert built el” —
& 23 roomed stone house

in 1872, and oyer the

ears none of its ‘Warmm,

h rural character has
beeni lost,

Fram' “Annabel Lee”

" -the Walk continues to No.

. 1. Figtree Rpad, where
-visitors can have tea and
light refteshments on the
- verandahs another
* gracious stone home of
the Joubert era — “Wara-
willah” — recently bought
b Dr. and Mrs. Ronald
ranklin. "Wsrnwﬂlah" i

and star-lds near-St. Marks

Church, fnrmcr!y Figl:ce
Chapel.
Figtree Chapel opencd
in 1858, was d

Edmund Blac

nally stood on

of Church and " Joubert:
Streets. - Didier. Joubert,: a8

trustee. of his hniz land,
donated « +the

‘Figtree House’ on the Lane Cove River, built aroumd
1836, is a highlight of the Sunday inspection.

St. Joseph's College,
iit on land bought from
Joubert, and .opened as a

bogs' boarding school in
1884, :

Next we visit No, 12
Mark Street, “Glensosa”,
a tiny stone cottage, gar-
landed - with wisterias and
vines, which was built
Carlo, Ces >

mnﬂ.'mmm

sionis  and developments
tending to obscure- its
original character, there is
still much  of  Hunters

-~ Hill's history to'be found

bege. -

" With the able help of
Archivist, Mrs.
Dozgen Saunders, and co-
operation. of and
many older residents® of
Hunters Hill, the Auxi
ary has produced a de-
tailed brochure on the
houses to be visited. The
brochure will be Treely
available during the Sun-
day Walk.

BACKGROUND TO
EARLY HUNTERS
HILL

The history of the
“Didier Joubert” area
goes back to 1835, when
John Rochester and Mary
Reiby bought land be-
tween Tarban and the
Lane Cove River.-

Mary - Reiby was a re-
markable busimess woman
of mﬂ who was
4r; to the colony
as-a child of 15 for “horse
stealing”. Later she mar-
ried Thomas Reiby and
became a' woman _of
wealth and ability. - She
established a farm on 1he
Lane Cove River,
tree Farm, which by lS!gS
consisted of 110 acres. It
contained a house in the
rough and two unfinished
cottages for the men.
There was a garden of 6
acres_in cultivation, plan-

ted with all kinds of fruit

trees. - inclidin, pears;
apples, plmm.g apricots,

‘Annabel Lee* a maj
of the Joubert era.

peaches, quinces, lemons
and oranges. Vines, laden
with very fine fruit, were
planted alon, 1_ﬁct.'he sides of
the paths. house and
cottages were under the
figtree and the farm had
an abundance of very
beautiful ‘native flowers.
The river had plenty of
fish, with rocks covered
by oysters and the water
was @ luxury to bathe in,
This “very pretty Figtree
Farm of "Mary "Reiby's”
was offered for auction by
Tsaac Simmons and Co.
on  Wednesday, 15th
August, 1838 at 12
o'clock. However, there
were evidently no buyers
and the Figtree Farm was
then offered for lease at
£40 a year for three
Lears with an option to
at anytime for £500.
ar)' Reiby
h\md permanently
Hunters Hill, but pcrhaps
Ruby Couage owas her
“country retreat”, for it
was not until 1847 that
Figtree Farm was sold to
Didier Numa Joubert for
£500, on quarterly instal-
ments for _?our years. The
original receipts for -this
transaction are . in’ the
Mitchell Library.
D. N. Joubert extended
Figtree House by -adding

nc\-'er

ic two storey stome home typical

first a timber roont, slop-

ing to fit the roots of the
big Moreton Bay Figtree,
and then later on a two
storey stone  extension.
His son, Numa, had the
fimber tower built much
later by Mr. Howard, a
shipwright.

The Joubert estate
stretched: from the quar-
ries of Mount Strect to
Augustine  Street, from
Church Street and Glades-
ville Road along the Lane
Emlc River. Iulesd Jou-

ert's property was direct-
ly east ?)?c!v{ount Street.

D. N. Joubert had
various houses built with
the help of stone crafts-
men  brought out from
Italy. Some houses were
rented and others were
family homes for the Jou-
berts,

“St. Malo”, the last of
Didier’s homes, was built
in early 18505, “on a
gentle sloping gmu.nd be-
tween Joubert Street and
Lane Cove River”, next
to Reiby Cottage. This
was a house beauti-
fully cut Hawkesbury

with sk{vgm in the en=
trance. hile the - holse
was being built, the Jou-
berts lived in Reiby Cots
tage, “St. Malo” stayed in
the Joubert family -for-
over-a century -— his
grandson, Mr. Ferdinand
Du  Boise, lived - thefe.
The influence of the -
Jouberts. today pervades
many realms of the life_in.
Hunters Hill.  Jules Jou-
bert was the “first Chair=, .
man of the Council, whqi

1869, and his som Numa,
was_ also Mayor in 1888,
Didier was one of a com- ..
mittee instrumental in‘get
ting Hunters Hill connge-
ted to Sydney by bri

— the Gladesville bri

‘was opened in 1881, and

four years - after Didier's
death in 1885, the first

Figtree b!ldge
opened.

the “old streets; the. ubi s

d: with
black and white majolica
tiles, and a domed ceiling

and. . the. bout | 4"
shed and teamom,glut-




Arched—head, octagon and debased it ind
in a row—all unrelated to ‘Passy’ and to each other.

A recent photo of ‘Passy’. The main house stands,
as yet, without external alteration, however the wing
on the left, with a window totally out of keeping, indi-
cates the threat. There is an application before Coun-

cil for extended changes to the main house,

$25 Prize for Students

The Trust has long been interested in the activities
of young people in the municipality. As they pass
through their years of schooling, it is important that
young folk gain an insight of not only the world outside,
but also the current affairs and rich background in their
own ared.

To encourage this interest in our suburb, the
Trust is sponsoring an essay compelition open to
primary and secondary school students RESIDING in
Hunters Hill municipality.

Students are réquested to write on “Life in Hunters
Hill™.

With this broad heading, any aspect of life within
the arca or any community activity may be described.

To spur on young and imaginative authors, who
would like to tell us why they enjoy living in Hunters
Hill, the Trust will present a cash prize of $25.00 for
the winning entry.

The maximum length required for the competition
entries is 600 words, but the essays may be shorter,
even 150 words, if desired.

Envelopes should be marked “Essay Competition”
to facilitate handling and judging.

Entries must be accompanied by an “Essay Com-
petition™ coupon, appearing in the ‘Journal’ and show-
ing the student's name, address, school, age and tele-
phone number, if any.

The competition will close on June 30, 1972. The
winning entry will be printed in full in the Hunters Hill
Trust Journal.

JTudges for the competition will include two repre-
sentatives from the Trust committee together with Mr.
R. L. Rushbrooke, Principal of Hunters Hill High
School.

“Life in Hunters Hill,”
ESSAY COMPETITION,
P.O. Box 85,

Hunters Hill 2110

Name

Address

School
Age B Phone No.
HUNTERS HILL TRUST JOURNAL

Things are happening at Passy

“Passy”, in Passy Avenue, Hunters Hill, has
always been acknowledged as one of the district’s lead-
ing houses, Many people who know little about Hunters
Hill still know of “Passy”, Some know it because six
years ago the National Trust chose it for a B classifica-
fion (“Highly significant, preservation strongly recom-
mended"). It is one of the handful of remaining houses

of its character in the Sydney region. It is later —

1854 or thereal

— than “Glenal

» in C: bl

town, or the disfigured “Willandra” in Ryde, bnt‘com-
parable with them in size and style,

“Passy” was built for
L. F. Sentis, then French
consul to this colony. It
was  constructed, and
probably  designed by
Jules Joubert, who was so
closely associated with the
carly history of Hunters
Hill. It originally stood in
thirty acres, with a gene-
rous water frontage to
Lane Cove,

It is remarkable that it
remained until now so
well preserved, so little
altered, and in such ade-
quate grounds.

But things are happen-
ing at “Passy"—Unfortu-
nate, regrettable things
from the viewpoint of
anybody interested in the
preservation  of  historic
and admirable architec-
ture. It is being enlarged
and altered, and the
changes have already dis-
figured  the  colonial
character. The tall Nor-
folk TIsland pine, so apt
for the house and which
dominated it, has been
destroyed.

Worse may well follow,
for plans submitted to
Council for transforma-

tion of the main house
indicate a scheme tragi-
cally out of keeping. The
garden front may be kept
intact, but other parts are
to be changed out of
recognition.

When  the  present
owner purchased “Passy”
last year some said it was
a good day for the house.
Events have indicated
otherwise.

There have been
several months of argu-
ment and an  appeal
against council’s refusal
of building applications
is still before the appeals
board.

It was the Council, as
it existed before the elec-
tions, which took up the
challenge of that Appeal,
and instructed its legal
advisors. At the first two
of three hearings held by
the Board part of the
Council’s evidence con-
sisted of demonstrating
the incompatibility of the
proposed alterations (and
those already done) with
the historic character of
the house. That objection
by Council is entirely in

line with the Draft Town
Plan’s provisions for his-
toric precincts, but be-
cause the Plan is not yet
in force, it was not intro-
duced into the case. At
the opening of the third
session of the hearing of
the appeal, Council’s
legal advisor announced
that Council had now in-
structed him to offer no
more evidence about the
house. Among witnesses
prepared but not called to
give evidence, as a result
of the Council’s decision,
was David Saunders, head
of the Hunters Hill Trust,
Town Planning Sub-com-
mittee, Senior lecturer at
the Power Institute of
Fine Arts and a leading
authority on the Preserva-
tion and restoration of old
buildings.

The Trust has been re-
ticent about publishing
the unfortunate situation
of “Passy” earlier, in
case the Council’s pro-
ceedings might suffer. It is
now impossible to remain
silent. Eic spoiling  of
“Passy” is far too serious
to occur without vigorous
attempts to deter such
action. Council’s advice
and rulings have been
ignored in several ways.
The National Trusts
advice to use an architect
skilled in historic restora-
tion, was also not fol-
lowed. The Hunters Hill
Trust now intends to
make it widely known
that “Passy” is being
treated in this way, and to
encourage protest.

MEMBERSHIP
CARDS

Financial members of
the Trust are shortly to
receive their own ‘mem-
bership cards’,

The cards, which will
be valid to the year end-
ing February, 1973, give
the member several bene-
fits including a reduction
to the fees charged for
House Inspections and a
clear identification for
voting purposes at the
Annual General Meeting.

Cards will be forward-
ed to members this month.

Make sure that you are
financial.

ANNUAL
MEETING
WEDNESDAY
10th MAY

PRESIDENT
STEPS DOWN

A feature of the Hun-
ters Hill Trust has been its
ability to find, amongst its
members, chairmen and
presidents of considerable
capacity,

None has been more
outstanding than Dr, Alan
Bradfield. It is with great
regret we learn that he
will be relinquishing office
very shortly.

Dr. Bradfield has been
president of the Trust for
a collective period of 24
years, however it is under-
stood that he has many
demands upon his time
and regular attendance of
committee meetings  will
be no longer possible.

We are grateful for his
work for the Trust and its
aims in which he so firmly
believes, and are glad to
know that he will con-
tinue to work to this end
despite his stepping down
from the top office.

We all eftend to him
and his family every pos-
sible  good wish  and

acknowledge our appre-
ciation of his perception,
tolerance and good deeds.

Those of us who have
had close contact with Dr.
Bradfield know that it
would be very hard indeed
to repay the hours and
work that he has given to
the Trust,

MASTHEAD

The masthead for the

In order to express the
bucolic values which were
reinstated in Hunters Hill
from late 18th century
Europe by the early seti-
lers of property, Mr. Fos-
ter hus referred to the
work of Thomas Bewick
whose wood engravings
depict aspects of life close

eface, Basker-
ville O1d Face, is a revised
form of an I cut in
the 17505, which ideally
compliments the period
flavour of the design.

EFWORTH FRESS. REDFERN



